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\OTICE  OF  BAIRd’s  “  INQUIRY,  AND  EXA.MINATION,” 
ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  PSALMODY,  IN  A  LETTER  TO 
THE  EDITOR. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  read  the  last  publica¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Baird,  on  the  subject  of  psalmody. — 
You  request  me,  as  you  have  not  seen  the  pamph¬ 
let,  to  give  you  my  opinion  of  its  merits.  With 
this  I  comply,  as  it  furnishes  me  an  opportunity  of 
addressing  an  old  friend,  which  is  always  gratify¬ 
ing  :  and  as  the  form  of  your  request  lays  me  un¬ 
der  no  obligation  to  give  you  a  formal  and  full  re¬ 
view  of  the  work,  it  is  hoped  a  simple  opinion, 
with  a  few  references  in  justification  of  it,  is  all 
you  expect.  Indeed,  a  review,  or  any  thing  like  a 
direct  notice  of  Mr.  B.’s  book,  or  any  thing  that 
could  be  fairly  construed  into  the  appearance  of 
controversy  with  him,  is  out  of  the  question.  My 
opinion  you  will  easily  gather  from  what  follows. 

The  body  of  the  work  consists  of  six  chapters, 
introduced  by  a  dedication,  a  kind  of  double  pre¬ 
face,  an  Introduction — a  letter,  to  whom  address¬ 
ed  is  not  said,  and  the  whole  closed  up  by  what, 
in  the  style  of  Mr.  Plowden,  may  be  called  a  Post- 
liminous  Advertisement.  "  All  this  kind  of  thing” 
atfords  Mr.  B.  an  occasion  of  telling  us,  that  he 
has,  at  least,  two  reputable  gentlemen  whom  he 
considers  his  friends ;  and  likewise  of  giving  the 
very  edifying  information  of  the  urgency  of  friends, 
the  difficulties  through  which  his  work  had  to 
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make  its  way  to  the  public,  and  withal,  what  he 
has  done,  what  he  would  like  to  do,  what  he  could 
do,  what  he  has  not  done,  what  he  may  do,  and 
what  he  may  never  attempt  to  do,  A  work  upon 
grace,  which  he  contemplates  at  a  distance,  from 
such  a  man,  after  what  many  consider  a  very  un¬ 
gracious  work,  is  doubtless  a  desideratum. 

Of  the  work  before  us,  his  estimate  is  far  from 
humble.  He  expresses  a  “  confidence  which  he 
does  not  eftect  to  conceal.”  in  the  “  weight  and  cor¬ 
rectness”  of  his  argument,  and  lliat  his  readers 
“  will  not  have  cause  to  regret  the  expense  of  pur¬ 
chase,  or  the  trouble  of  perusal.”  Yet  he  author¬ 
izes  us  to  believe,  that  worthy  as  his  book  is,  he 
could  have  made  it  much  better  ;  for  under  the 
urgency  of  friends,  and  the  calls  of  the  printer, 
he  wrote  “  cum  calamo  currente  !”  They  gave  him 
time  only  to  score  some  words,  and  to  interim 
others,  in  the  correction  of  his  copy.  Thus  he 
informs  us,  he  had  no  time  to  make  his  language 
better,  to  expunge  repetitions,  to  better  work  his 
arguments.  What  pity  that  those  solicitous 
friends,  had  not  given  Mr.  B.  a  few  years  more,  in 
addition  to  the  six  or  seven,  which  elapsed  between 
the  publication  of  the  “  Apology  for  tire  Psalms,’ 
and  his  “Examination”  of  that  work,  in  order 
that  the  w:orld  miglit  have  been  favoured  with 
those  fine  specimens  of  rhetoric  and  logic,  which 
he  was  capable  of  furnishing. 

Let  us  now  come  to  the  matter  of  his  six  chap¬ 
ters.  The  first  chapter,  contains  the  author’s  ar¬ 
gument  in  proof  of  a  human  psalmody  being  em¬ 
ployed,  with  divine  aprprobation,  by  the  eliurch  in 
the  ages  of  the  patriarchs,  from  Adam  to  Moses. 
(See  pp.  23 — 31.)  And  how,  my  dear  sir,  do  you 
suppose  he  proceeds?  You  could  hardly  divine 
how  he  manages  his  point.  He  lays  down  two 
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tables^  a  chronological  one  of  Scripture  songs, 
but  which  refers,  likewise  to  all  the  expressions  of 
praise,  whether  by  song  or  otherwise,  and  to  the 
mention  of  musical  instruments,  which  came  be¬ 
fore  the  author ;  the  second  table  is  a  catalogue 
of  Scripture  names,  nineteen  in  all,  the  countries 
to  which  they  belonged,  and  a  doubtful  and  de¬ 
fective  explanation  of  their  meaning.  From  thern, 
by  a  logical  process,  somewhat  new',  indeed,  but 
the  “  weight  and  correctness”  of  which,  I  am  yet 
unable  to  perceive,  he  proposes  to  establish  his 
position.  Thus,  in  proof  of  it,  he  adduces  the 
song  of  the  angels,  at  the  laying  of  the  corner¬ 
stone  of  the  earth,  before  Adam  was  created.  Job. 
33  : 6,  7.  His  next  proof  is  taken  from  Tubal,  a 
descendant  of  Cain,  having  invented  the  harp  and 
the  organ,  Gen.  4:21.  And  in  Laban,  no  very 
good  man  either,  he  finds  a  witness,  for  he  talked 
of  his  mirth,  his  songs,  his  tabret,  and  his  harp. 
Gen,  31  :  27.  In  this  period  he  places  the  book 
of  Job;  and  from  the  whole,  fbr'this  is  all  that  his 
chronology  furnishes  as  applicable  to  the  ages  be¬ 
fore  Moses,  he  deems  the  proof  very  satisfactory. 
Inq.  p.  166. 

You,  sir,  may  be  disposed  to  think  that -the  song 
of  angels,  before  man  was  made,  before  he  had 
fallen,  and  before  a  Saviour  was  revealed,  could 
teach  us  very  little  about  an  evangelical  psalmody: 
and  surely  the  fact  of  angels  praising  God,  can 
•lecido  nothing  in  favour  of  human  psalmody,  in 
the  stated  worship  of  the  church.  Nor  will  the 
I'act  that  Tubal,  an  excommunicate  from  the  fam¬ 
ily  of  God,  invented  the  harp  and  the  organ,  ap¬ 
pear  to  you  sufficient  evidence,  that  songs  of  hu¬ 
man  composition  w'ere  ernployed  in  the  worship 
of  the  church  at  that  early  day.  Laban’s  mirth, 
and  songs,  and  tabret,  and  harp,  will  go,  I  should 
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think,  a  very  little  way  in  proof  of  the  divine  right 
of  the  practice  contended  for  by  Mr.  B.  That  the" 
book  of  Job  was  then  employed  in  the  psalmody 
of  the  church,  admitting  it  to  belong  to  that  pe¬ 
riod,  no  man  will  affirm.  And  yet  this  is  the 
whole  proof  of  this  chapter,  w’hen  we  take  in  his, 
nineteen  proper  names,  Enos,  Mq/ialaleel,  Haddam, 
Harraw  Anor,  ^’C.  down  to  Anatholh.  This  is  the 
proof  which  Mr.  B.  is  confident  “  will  convince 
every  unbiassed  and  judicious  reader,  that  songs 
of  human  composure — with  divine  approbation," 
were  employed  from  the  time  of  Adam,  till  that 
of  Moses,  in  the  psalmody  of  the  church.  What 
is  it,  do  you  ask,  in  which  this  satisfactory  proof 
consists?  Why,  sir,  review  it.  The  morning 
stars  sang  together  before  Adam  was  made.  Tu¬ 
bal,  an  exile  from  God’s  house,  invented  the  organ 
and  the  harp,  Laban,  an  idolater,  was  fond  of 
mirth,  and  with  mirth,  and  song,  and  harp,  and 
tabret,  he  .said,  he  would  have  sent  Jacob  away 
had  he  told  him  of  his  departure  ;  and  there  is  the 
book  of  Job,  a  part  of  our  Bible,  perhaps  the  old¬ 
est  poem  in  the  world.  Now,  sir,  if  all  this  he 
not  sufficient  proof  of  our  author’s  position,  he 
most  triumphantly  adds,  Enos,  Mahalalecl,  Hade- 
ram,  Harran,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  nineteen 
names  of  men,  mountains,  rivers,  cities,  and,  it 
would  seem,  of  he  knew  not  what,  down  to  Ana- 
thoth.  This  is  conclusive  ?  He  who  feels  not  the 
satisfying  force  of  this,  in  proof  of  the  jus  divimnn 
of  a  human  psalmody,  must,  indeed,  he  biased,  and 
without  judgment ! 

Mr.  B.  tells  us  a  tale  of  a  sermon  by  a  Mr.  Wal¬ 
lace,  on  the  subject  of  psalmody,  from  the  Shibbo¬ 
leth  and  Sibboleth  of  Judg.  12:6.  Now,  for  one, 
I  really  do  not  know  how  Mr.  B.’s  argument  for  a 
human  psalmody,  from  the  names  of  Enos,  Malta- 
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laleel,  Harran,  &c.  could  be  better  answered  than 
by  repeating  the  word  Shibboleth.  The  one  sure¬ 
ly  meets  the  other  in  absurdity.  But  there  is  an 
internal  evidence  to  me,  that  our  author’s  tale  is 
not  just  the  exact  truth.  Mr.  B.’s  assertion,  that 
what  he  states  could  be  established  in  a  court  of 
justice,  increases  the  doubt  upon  my  mind.  We 
know,  for  we  have  seen  the  value  of  such  proofs 
in  courts  of  justice,  in  reference  to  irreligious  con¬ 
tests  about  religion. :  But  were  it  all  true,  our  au¬ 
thor  more  than  matches  his  antagonist.  Jubal  in¬ 
vented  the  organ  and  the  harp  ;  Laban  had  mirth, 
song,  harp,  and  Tdbret  at  command  ;  Enos,  Arnon, 
Anothoth  j.  Therefore  hymns  of  human  compo¬ 
sition  were  sung,  jure  divino,  from  Adam  to  Mo¬ 
ses  !  ! !  Find,  if  you  can,  sir,  any  thing  in  the  re¬ 
cords  of  nonsense  to  match  this.* 

The  second  chapter  purports  to  exhibit  the  use 
of  human  composures,  jure  divino,  in  the  church’s 
psalmody,  from  Moses  to  Christ.  He  adverts  to 
six  songs  of  which  we  have  mention,  and  which 
comes  to  us  under  the  sanction  of  divine  inspira¬ 
tion,  between  the  call. of  Israel,  from  Egypt,  and 
the  time  of  David..  These,  however,  prove  noth¬ 
ing  for  the  divine  right  of  a  human  psalmody,  and 
of  course  must  be  dismissed  from  this  argument. 
That  such  a  psalmody  e.visted,  Mr.  B.  presumes, 
and  very  confidently  refers  to  instances  ©f  its  be¬ 
ing  employed.  ’  His  first  instance,  is  certainly  an 

*That  God  was  praised  in  his  church,  since  there  was  one  upon 
earth,  and  that  that  praise  was  offered  through  the  mediation  of 
Christ,  are  facts  admitting  of  no  doubt.  The  forms  in  which 
praise  is  offered  to  God  are  very  numerous.  Psalmody  is  only 
one  of  them.  And,  as  a  stated  part  of  worship,  we  hear  little  of 
it  before  the  days  of  David.  Mr.  B.  appears  to  think  that  when¬ 
ever  God  was  praised,  it  must  have  been  by  singing.  Hence  the 
little  sophistry  of  his  argument.  The  religion  of  the  Bible  was, 
Lt  no  time,  the  little  sing-song  which  many  seem  to  think  reli^ 
gion  should  be  now. 
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unfortunate  one  for  his  cause  ;  it  is  the  shouts  of 
Israel,  in  the  worship  of  the  golden  calf,  at  Horeh, 
and  the  song  they  sung — These  be  thy  Gods,  0  Is¬ 
rael,  p.  32.  That  this  song  was  not  of  divine 
appointment  deducts  very  much  from  the  aptness 
of  it  as  proof.  The  assumption  that,  because  Is¬ 
rael  made  the  song  addressed  to  their  idol,  they, 
therefore  made  those  addressed  to  Jehovah,  is  gra¬ 
tuitous.  He  refers  likewise  to  “  the  Book  of  the 
wars  of  the  Lord,”  Num.  21  :  14,  and  to  the  Book 
of  mentioned  Josh.  10:  13.;  but  as  he 

knows  irothing  about  these,  they  being  either  long 
since  lost,  or  embodied  in  books  bearing  another 
name,  the  reference  is  useless.  That  either  of 
these  books  was  a  collection  of  poems,  is  without 
evidence.  Dr.  Lightfoot’s  conjecture  respecting 
them  is  as  probable  as  any  other,  which  you  know, 
is  far  enough  from  their  being  books  of  songs. — 
Our  inquirer  s  ne.\t  reference  is  to  the  dance  of 
the  daughters  of  Shiloh,  Judg.  21  :  21.  As  this 
says  nothing  about  psalmody,  I  leave  it.  His 
ne.\t  instance  is  that  of  the  timbrels,  and  tlie  dance 
of  Jeptha’s  lovely  daughter,  Judg.  11;  34.;  and 
the  salutations  of  the  daughters  of  Israel,  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  son  of  Jesse,  Sam.  18:  7.;  upon 
the  defeat  of  the  Philistines.  Does  Mr.  B.  himself, 
think  you,  really  believe  that  all  of  these  were  ex¬ 
emplifications  of  solemn  religious  worship?  To  hail 
the  victor  has  been  common  in  all  ages  and  lands  ; 
and  the  civic  song  of  the  daughters  of  Israel,  cel¬ 
ebrating  the  heroism  of  David,  is  finely  illustrated 
in  modern  times,  as  for  instance,  in  the  case  of 
our  own  Washington,  by  the  ladies  of  Trenton, 
when,  while  strew'ing  his  way  with  flowers, -they 
sung, 

‘‘Virgins  fair  and  matrons  grave, 

(Then  the  conquering  arm  did  sav'e  0 
*  Build  for  thee  triumphant  bowers. 
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Strew,  5'e  fair,  his  way  with  flowers  ; 

Strew  your  hero’s  way  with  flowers.” 

In  all  these  cases,  we  have  honours  rendered  to 
brave  military  leaders,  successful  in  their  country’s 
cause :  but  no  part  of  religious  worship.  In  the 
case  of  Jeptha’s  beautiful  daughter,  there  was 
music  and  the  dance,  of  song  we  hear  not.  The 
burden  of  the  song  of  the  females  of  Israel,  in 
the  instance  before  us,  was  Saul  hath  slain  Ins 
thousands,  and  David  his  ten  thousands.  The  '1004 
songs  of  Solomon,  which  are  lost,  and  the  funeral 
wailings  of  the  professional  and  real  mournings  of 
the  Jew's,  it  seems  to  me,  prove  no  more  for  our 
E.vaminer,  than  the  invention.s  of  Jiibal,  or  the 
doubtful  import  of  Hebrew  and  Chaldean  names. 
The  rest  of  the  chapter  is  taken  up  in  proof  of 
what  no  body  denies  ;  that  psalms  shouhl  be  ap¬ 
propriate  to  particular  subjects  and  occasions. — 
We  say  so  too ;  and  we  say  farther,  w  ith  Dr. 
Scott,  and  many  other  distinguished  men,  that  vyc 
are  furnished  w'ith  inspired  songs,  suitable  to  all 
the  subjects  and  occasions  of  Christian  praise. — 
No  friend  of  inspired  psalmody,  Mr.  B.’s  assertion, 
notwithstanding,  to  the  contrary,  ever  oppo.sed 
this.  But  we  say  farther  still,  that  a  sacred  ode 
may  be  sung  by  us,  very  profitably,  though  there 
be  some  truths  in  it  not  literally  applicable  toevery 
one’s  present  case.  That  Mr.  B.  himself  does  so 
sometimes,  in  singing  the  hymns  of  his  church,  is 
very  probable,  nay  very  certain. 

I  now  dismiss  the  chapter,  assuring  you,  sir,  that 
oar  Inquirer  has  not  adduced  a  single  example  of 
an  uninspired  ode  being  used  in  God’s  worship, 
during  the  whole  period,  from  Adam  till  the  Apos¬ 
tolical  age,  with  or  without  divine  approbation.  -  In 
that  period,  many  divine  songs  were  indeed  com¬ 
posed,  and  introduced  into  the  service  of  the 
church  ;  but  among  . them  we  know  not  of  one  un- 
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inspired.  If  there  were,  when  introduced  ? — by 
whom  ? — where  is  it  ?  The  song  of  the  morning 
stars,  Jubal’s  harp,  Laban’s  mirth  and  song,  the 
nineteen  names,  beginning  with  Enos,  and  ending 
with  Anatholh.  the  unknown  book  of  Joshua,  even 
the  song  addressed  to  the  idol  calf,  together  with 
all  the  complimentary  expressions,  with  which  he¬ 
roes  were  hailed,  and  all  the  funeral  Ullalloos  of 
the  singing  men  and  singing  women,  whether  of 
)  antiquity  or  of  modern  days,  will  do  little,  I  am 

I  disposed  to  imagine,  for  this  man’s  cause.  And 

yet  he  has  laboured  over  many  a  page,  to  bring 
proof  of  the  divine  right  of  his  hymns  from  these 
sources;  and,  poor  man,  I  fear  he  really  thinks  he 
has  done  something  to  the  purpose.  He  seems 
to  have  been  encouraged  by  some  indiscreet  or 
waggish  companion,  to  make  a  book  ;  he  made  it, 
as  he  says,  cum  calamo  currentt,  and  truly  he  has 
reason  to  apologize  for  an  argument  which  should 
■  have  been  ‘  letter  zcroughl.' 

The  third  chapter  of  Mr.  Baird’s  book  e.xtends 
from  page  48,  to  page  84  ;  and  takes  up  the  proof 
of  a  human  psalmody  being  divinely  approved, 
and  used,  in  the  Apostolic  age.  He  has  recourse, 
like  others  before  him,  to  the  thanksgiving  of  Ma¬ 
ry,  Zecharias,  Simeon,  the  angelic  song,  the  ex- 
j>ressions  of  praise  by  those  who  beheld  or  expe¬ 
rienced  the  healing  power  of  the  Redeemer,  the 
extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Corinthian  church,  &c. 
(fcc.  This,  like  his  other  chapters,  is  confusedly 
filled.  He  crowds  his  pages  with  quotations  from 
the  commentators  and  historians,  some  of  them 
partially  made,  others  inappropriate,  and  the 
whole  useless  as  to  establishing  his  point.  In  order 
to  establish  his  position,  from  these  examples, .  it 
behooves  Mr,  B.  to  settle,  previously,  the  three  fol¬ 
lowing  questions :  Were  these  compositions. 
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whether  of  saints  or  angels,  really  introduced  into 
the  psalmody  of  the  church  in  that  age,  or  sung 
upon  any  occasion  in  her  worslmi  ?  Secondly, 
were  they  humm  composures  ?  This  Mr.  B.  will 
not  affirm,  and  therefore  they  prove  nothing  for 
his  assumption.  Thirdly,  were  the  compositions 
of  those  saints  actually  sung  by  themselves  ?  Fail¬ 
ing  in  an  affirmative  answer  to  any  of  these  ques¬ 
tions,  his  authorities  do  nothing  for  him,. and  fail¬ 
ing  in  all,  as  he  most  assuredly  does,  his  cause  is 
hopeless.  Give  one  of  those  many  hymns  of  hu¬ 
man  composures,  used  in  that  age,  give  a  certain 
testimony  of  such  being  so  used,  and  the  cause  is 
gained.  This  Mr.  B.  has  failed  to  do,  and  of 
course  he  proves  nothing  to  the  point. 

Tiie  conjecture  of  Heumannus  respecting  Eph. 
5:  14.,  IS  but  conjecture,  and  if  that  text  be  un¬ 
derstood  as  an  extract  from  a  hvmn  of  human 
composure,  the  text  itself  opposes  the  conjecture. 
The  Apostle  in  the  quotation  refers  to  no  au- 
lliority  less  than  the  inspiration  of  God.  Where¬ 
fore  he  saith,  Awake,  drc.  This  chapter  of  our  au- 
tlior,  though  perhaps  not  so  ridiculous  as  the  for¬ 
mer  ones,  is  really  as  inconclusive.  You  will,  I 
am  sure,  release  me  from  further  notice  of  it  at 
present. 

The  Iburlh  and  fifth  chapters  of  this  book,  treat 
of  the  history  of  psalmody,  ancient  and  modern. 
Ido  not  see,  so  far. as  the  merits  of  the  question 
are  <*oncerned,  much  to  be  gained  on  this  field. — 
The  advocates  of  an  inspired  psalmody  ,jat  least  the 
author  of  the  “  Apology  for  the  Book  of  Psalms,” 
admits  fully,  and  I  think,  as  far  as  justifiable,  the 
early  existence  and  use  of  hymns  of  human  com¬ 
posure.  This  admission,  is  all  the  other  side  can 
[)rovc.  Histor)’^  will  do  nothing  in  settling  the 
question  of  divine  authority.  We  must  have  ro^ 
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course  to  God’s  own  testimony  for  this ;  and,  from 
this  source,  I  am  persuaded,  Mr.  B.-  has  failed  in 
bringing  such  proof  as  the  case  demands.  The 
testimony  upon  the  subject,,  to  be  gleaned  from 
ancient  history  is  not  direct.  It  is  only  incidental. 
The  dispute  is  rather  modern  than  ancient,  though 
not  altogether  so.  The  real  state  of  the  matter 
appears  to  be  this  ::  the  Book  of  Psalms  had  its 
place  as  the  fixed  liturgy  of  psalmody,  in  the 
church.  In  every  congregation,  where  psalmody 
was  used,  duly  organized  and  settled,  it  was  in  use. 
But  from  a  very  early  period,  upon  special  occa¬ 
sions,  individuals  made  and  used  occasional 
hymns.  These  were  sometimes  used  in  certain 
congregations,  in  the  usual  public  worship ;  or, 
upon  the  occasion  of  being  called  together;  they 
would  be  frequently  used  by  many  ■  individuals, 
though  not  in  the  stated  public  services  of  psalm¬ 
ody.  But  still  the  Book  of  Psalms,  as  the  matter 
of  her  stated  psalmody,  ha<l  its  place  in  the  church, 
pre-e7ninently  above  every  hymn  of  human  com¬ 
position.  This  pre-eminence  of  place  was  never 
disputed,  except  by  a  very  few  enthusiasts,  and  the 
occasional  hymn  of  humble  pretension,  was  suf¬ 
fered  to  pass  without  animadversion.  It  is  bc- 
,  lieved  that,  were  all  that  ancient  history  says  upon 
the  subject  brought  into  one  point,  this  WT-uld  be 
the  amount  of  its  testimony.  That  with  the 
hymns  of  Nepos  in  the  3d  century’,  “  many  of  the 
brethren  were  de’igh.ted.”  Spankeim,  to  whom  Mr. 
B.  refers,  states  that  the  hymns  and  songs  and 
psalms,  besides  the  Psalms  of  David,  which  were 
l)roughf  into  the  western  church,  in  tlie  4th  centu¬ 
ry,  w^ere  “  private  that  is,  not  of  public  authori¬ 
ty  yet  they  were  in  the  church  and  very  numer¬ 
ous.  Mr.  B.  in  this  chapter,  reasons  with  his  usu¬ 
al  sagacity,  and  abates  not  in  tjie  indications  of 
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diseased  temper,  over  which,  he  need  not  have 
informed  his  reader,  he  has  too  little  control.  To 
a  few  things  in  this  and  the  foregoing  chapters,  I 
may  again  advert,  mean  time,  I  shall  give  you  a 
peep  into  Mr.  B.’s  Sixth  and  last  chapter.  This 
professes  to  be. an  examination  of  Mr.  McMasler’s 
“  Apology  for  the  Book  of  Psalms.”  This  might, 
indeed,  have  been  the  title  of  his  whole  pamphlet. 
The  Apology  and  its  author  are  seldom  out  of  his 
view.  Mr.  B.  discovers  an  unceasing  irritability 
in  reference  to  that  work,  and  a  snappishness  to¬ 
ward  the  writer  of  it  not-  to  be  accounted  for,  e.x- 


cept  on  the  ground  of  the  wounded  vanity  of  a 
little  mind.  Mr.  McMasters  had  represented  his 
“  Science  of  Praise,”  as  inferiorto  the  “  Discourse” 


of  Dr.  Latta.  Mr.  B.  w’as  treated,  in  a  note  of 


the  Apology,  as  unworthy  of  notice.  He  was  re¬ 
presented  as  a  copyist  of  Dr.  L.  Out  of  these  re¬ 
presentations  Mr.  B.'  has  manufactured  some  nick¬ 
names,  and  gives  them  out  as  the  production  of 
Mr.  McM.’s  pen.  The  term  copyist  he  makes  sy¬ 
nonymous  with  plagiarist,  and  then  complains  of 
misrepresentation.  What  the  author  of  the  Apol¬ 
ogy  intended  by  copyist  I  know  not,  but  as  it  is 
not  synonymous  with  plagiarist,  it  is  not  likely  he 
meant  that.  To  copy,  in  one  of  its  acceptations, 
means  to  imitate,  and  of  course  a  copyist  is  an 
imitator.  The  judgment  that  Mr./'B.  falls  behind 
Dr.  L.  seems  to  fix  this  as  the  idea  intended.  But 


it  is  of  little  consequence.  I  hope  the  Author  of 
the  Apology  will  give  credit  to  Mr.  B.’s  claim  to 
originality,  and  soothe  so  far,  the  irritation  of  his 
feelings.  It  must  however,  be  noted,  that  in  the 
“  Science  of  Praise,”  there  was  nothing  to  induce 
the  belief  that  its  author  had  not  seen  Dr.  L.’s  dis¬ 


course.  As  to  Dr.  L.’s  superiorty  over  Mr.  B.  as 
a  writer,  I  fear  this  latter  work,  now  before  us. 
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will  furnisi),  if  necessary,  a  lamentable  additional 
proof.  He,  indeed,  in  all  that  marks  the  gentle¬ 
man  and  man  of  mind  iags  far  behind  Dr.  l^alta. 
It  comes  not  In  my  way  to  take  notice  of  the  uni¬ 
form  style  of  crimination,  in  which  Mr.  B,  speaks 
of  the  author  of  the  “Apology.”  It  would  be  dif¬ 
ficult  for  you  to  conceive  the  vice  of  an  author, 
moral  and  literary,  which  is  not  charged  upon  the 
head  of  Mr.  McMaster,  and  in  a  form  of  uncourt¬ 
liness  unsanctioned  by  even  the  example  of  the 
abusive  daily  journals  of  our  times ;  yet  it  would 
seem  Mr.  B.  is  unconscious  of  any  impropriety  of 
manner,  for  his  pages  are  much  employed  in  re¬ 
peating  the  assurances  of  the  delicacy  of  his  lan¬ 
guage,  and  of  his  fredom  from  all  that  is  rude. — 
The  frequency  and  confidence  of  these  charges 
really  induced  me  to  seek  a  reading  of  the  "  Apol¬ 
ogy  for  the  Psalms,”  to  see  w  hether  these  things 
were  so.  Mr.  B.’s  want  of  candour,  or  self-con¬ 
trol,  which  you  please,  will  be  best  seen  by  a  pe¬ 
rusal  of  the  work  he  abuses.  You  do  not  expect 
me  to  enter  into  details.  I  may  be  allowed,  how¬ 
ever,  to  advert  to  a  circumstance  or  two  on  which 
our  Inquirer  and  Examiner,  dwells  with  a  sensi¬ 
tiveness,  or  petulance  rather,  peculiarly  his  own  ; 
indicating,  I  should  suppose,  some  latent  con¬ 
sciousness  of  the  justness  of  these  remarks  under 
which  he  seeTns  so  sensitive. 

The  author  of  the  Apology  had  represented  him, 
and  some  others,  as  treating  the  Book  of  Psalms 
with  a  disrespect  amounting  to  hostility.  This 
Mr.  B.  in  his  own.  chaste  manner,  pronounces  a 
“slanderous  falsehood.”  You  will  allow  me  to 
appeal  to  those  writings  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  this  charge  of  slander  and  falsehood  be 
well  founded  or  not. 

In  turning  to  the  “  Discourse  on  Psalmody,”  1 
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fiiid  the  author  representing  those  churches,  and 
of  course  the  Presbyterians  among  the  rest,  which 
had  used,  and  continued  to  use  tlie  Scripture 
Psalmody,  as  dishonouring  the  gospel,  and  depriv¬ 
ing  the  Son  of  God  of  those  honours  given  him 
by  the  primitive  church,  Pref.  p.  5.  And  in  p.  10, 
he  teaches,  that,  by  those  who  use  the  Bible 
Psalms,  “not  so  much  as  a  single  Psalm  or  Hymn” 
is  sung  in  conformity  with  Apostolic  direction. —  , 
And  again,  p.  12.,  that  such  praise  is  not  offered 
to  God,  through  the  new  and  Hvmg.way  /  and  of 
course  cannot  be  accepted.  Adhering,  he  says,  p. 
29.,  “  strictly  to  the  Old  Testament  Psalmody, 
we  cannot  be  said  to  do  any  thing  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Jesus.  No  mention  is  therein  made  of 
the  Father,  as  a  distinct  and  special  object  of  our 
devotion  ;  nor  of  the  Son,  as  being  the  appoint¬ 
ed  way  of  access  to  him.  And,  p.  42.,  that  the 
influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God  could  not  be  de¬ 
signed  to  inspire  Christian  converts,  with  "  vene¬ 
ration  and  respect  for  the  Psalms  of  David.” 

Now,  sir,  can  you  imagine  tiiat  it  is  treating  the 
book  of  psalms  with  respect  to  say,  that  the  use  of 
it  in  psalmody,  dishonours  the  gospel  and  deprives 
the  Son  of  God  of  those  honours  once  paid  him  ? 
— that  the  use  of  it  turns  the  worshipper  to  some 
other  object  of  devotion  than  the  Father,  and  to 
some  other  medium  than  the  Son,  for  acceptance  ? 
— that  such  is  their  character,  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
designed  not  to  inspire  Christians  with  veneration 
and  respect  for  those  psalms  ?  Is  this  the  language 
of  respect  or  of  disrespect  and  hostility  ?  Let 
the  religious  world  judge.  Is  it  “slanderous  false* 
hood”  to  say,  it  is  disrespectful. 

Without  going  further,  let  us  hear  Mr.  Baird 
himself  I  give  you  a  quotation  from  his  “  Sci¬ 
ence  of  praise,”  p.  81.  “By  reepmmending  the 
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Psalms  of  David  in  their”  (hymns  of  human  in¬ 
vention,)  “  stead,  under  the  specious  argument  of 
their  divine  authority,  their  minds  might  be  gradu¬ 
ally  led,  from  the  doctrine  of  a  divine  Saviour,  to 
that  of  a  pattern  of  piety  ,”  ^c. 

"  The  Psalms  of  David  were  properly  suited  to 
such  a  designed  perversion  of  truth.  Their  appli¬ 
cation  to  Christ  is  obscure  and  fgurative,  and  of 
course  they  were  more  easily  evaded  or  misappli¬ 
ed.”  Mr.  B.,  in  his  “  Inquiry,”  contends  that  the 
language  and  sentiment  of  the  above  quotation 
are  correct,  and  sufficiently  respectful  to  the  Book 
of  Psalms.  The  author  of  the  “  Apology,”  it 
seems,  thought  otherwise,  and  I  mistake  if  you 
do  not  think  otherwise  too.  Is  it  possible,  con¬ 
sistently  with  due  respect  for  it,  to  affirm  of  any 
portion  of  God’s  word,  viewed  in  its  proper  con¬ 
nection,  that  it  is  calculated  to  lead  the  mind 
from  the  doctrine  of  a  divine  Saviour  ?  Is  the 
language  allowed,  in  any  circumstance,  wdiich  af¬ 
firms  of  a  Book  of  sacred  Scripture,  tliat  it  is 
"properly  suited  to  a  designed  perrersion  of  truth  V' 
You,  I  am  well  assured,  will  say,  such  language 
and  sentiment  are  more  than  disrespectful ;  and 
decidedly  indicate  a  spirit  of  hostility  to  that 
against  which  they  are  directed.  It  is  not  a  style 
similar  to  that  which  represents  what  is  good,  in^it- 
self  being  liable  to  be  perverted  to  evil,  by  a  wick¬ 
ed  hand  ;  but  rather  that  style  which  represents  a 
wicked  hand  employing  an  evil  instrument,  "prop¬ 
erly  suited,”  to  the  end,  for  a  wicked  purpose.  It 
is  not  true,  as  Mr.  B  asserts,  that  the  grace  of 
God  manifested* to  Abel,  was  "properly  suited”  to 
call  forth  the  malignity  of  Cain’s  heart ;  but  the 
reverse  is  the  truth  ;  it  was  properly  suited  to  have 
repressed  that  malignity,  and  to  have  softened  the 
heart  of  Cain.  Nor  w’as  the  coming  of  Christ, 
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and  the  promulgation  of  his  gospel  properly  suited, 
as  our  author  further  affirnis,  to  bring  wickedness 
and  misery  upon  the  world  ;  but  the  reverse.  But 
it  is  true  that  the  malignity  of  Cain’s  heart  was 
properly  suited  to  hate  tlie  grace  of  God,  bestow¬ 
ed  upon  his  brother  and  to  murder  him  on  that  ac¬ 
count  ;  and  the  wickedness  of  the  world  was  prop¬ 
erly  suited  to  lead  it  to  hate  Christ,  and  to  per¬ 
secute  his  cause  and  people.  And  may  we  not 
say,  without  breach  of  charity,  it  is  further  true, 
that  Mr.  B.’s  ignorance  of,  and  enmity  against,  the 
Book  of  Psalms,  were  properly  suited  to  lead  him 
to  affirm,  that  it  was  "  properly  suited  to  a  perver¬ 
sion  of  truth,”  in  leading  the  mind  “  from  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  a  divine  Saviour”?  No  explanation  can 
justify  the  assertion. 

But  has  not  Mr.  B.  explained  himself  by  assign¬ 
ing  the  obscurity  and  figwatixe  character  of  that 
Book,  as  the  reason  of  his  assertion  ?  And  why 
<lid  not  the  author  of  the  “Apology,”  give  the  ex¬ 
planation  in  his  quotation  ?  Why  he  did  not,  I 
candidly  answer,  1  do  not  know  ;  but  I  do  know 
if  he  had,  it  could  have  made  nothing  for  Mr.  B. 
To  know  the  value  of  the  reason  he  assigns,  that 
is,  the  obscurity  of  the  Book  of  Psalms,  it  must  be 
taken  in  connection  with  the  tenor  of  liiought 
wliich  prevails  throughout  his  pages,  and  in  that 
connection,  you  wiil  perceive  it  goes  as  an  addi¬ 
tional  proof  of  his  enmity  to  the  Book  of  Psalms, 
in  the  psalmody  of  the  church,  and,  in  that  light, 
was  intended  to  produce  opposition  to  it  in  the 
minds  of  others.  Attend  then,  sir,  to  the  manner 
in  which  he  has  spoken,  in  his  previous  pages,  of 
this  inspired  book  :  he  represents  attachment  to 
the  Scripture  Psalms  as  flowing  from  a  Judaizing 
disposition — Science  of  Praise  p.  12.;  the  use  of 
those  psalms  by  Christians,  in  addressing  their 
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lieavenly  Father,  as  an  imperfect  babyish  lan¬ 
guage,  p.  19.;  like  worshi[)ping  in  an  unknown 
tongue,  p.  .37.;  he  represents  their  language  as  ob¬ 
scure  and  unprof  table,  p.  39.  ;  that  the  use  of  it 
<loes  not  honour  God,  p.  49.;  that  it  \s  a  yoke  of 
bondage,  p.  71.;  and  in  the  quotation  already 
given,  that  it  is  calculated  to  lead  the  mind  from 
a  divine  Saviour,  and  so  properly  suited  to  a  per¬ 
version  of  truth.  The  additional  sentence,  ex¬ 
pressive  of  the  obscurity  &c.  of  the  Book  of  Psalms, 
instead  of  doing  away  the  bad  impression,  made 
by  his  previous  affirmation,  v/hen  taken  as  it  ought 
to  be,  in  connection  with  the  spirit  of  his  pamph¬ 
let,  and  strain  of  his  language,  can  be  understood 
in  no  other  light,  than  as  a  constituent  part  of  that 
studied  tirade  of  obloquy,  which  he  had  all  along 
been  pouring  upon  this  portion  of  the  sacred  vol¬ 
ume,  and  consequently  going  to  confirm  the  mo.st 
unfavourable  intcipretation  that  has  been  put 
upon  his  language. 

We  have  not  yet  done  with  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
B.’s  hostility  against  the  Book  of  Psalms.  liis  “In- 
quiry,”  gives  further  evidence  of  this.  •  In  the  use 
of  the  iiisnircd  Psalms,  he  hold«,  the  Messiah  can- 
not  be  oroned,  nor  God  approached  through  him  ; 
for  if  so,  he  a,sks,  what  was  the  use  of  giving  n 
large  portion  of  the  New  Testament?  p.  75.; — 
that  in  the  use  of  tho.se  psalms,  there  is  no  act  of 
worship  performed  in  the  name  of  Christ ;  for 
those  who  used  them  acted  only  in  common  with 
the  Jews  who  hated  Christ.”  p>.  75,  76. ;  that  iti.s 
demonstrated,  that,  in  singing  those  Psalms,  there 
is  no  confession  of  Jesus  as  the  Messiah,  nor  per- 
,  formance  of  devotion  in  his  name,  p.  77. ;  that 
the  psalms  are  a  part  of  the  beggarly  elements,  p. 
!  52. ;  that  from  these  beggarly  elenients,  the  prus- 
lors  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  are  gradually 
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weaning  their  members,  and  that  all  who  refuse  to 
reject  these  psalms,  as  beggarly  elements,  and  do 
not  adopt  a  new  song  are  not  disposed  to  honor  the 
Son  even  as  they  honour  the  Father  !  p.  1 71 .  Mr. 
B.  too,  by  his  manner  of  approving  the  “  Carlisle 
Hints,”  which  you  noticed  in  vol.  1.  of  your  jour¬ 
nal,  may  be  fairly  understood  as  approving  of  the- 
impious  sentiments  of  that  profane  pamphlet,  in 
charging  upon  the  Book  of  Psalms,  without  dis¬ 
guise,  a  spirit  of  extermination,  havoc  and  destruc¬ 
tion  ;  as  having  a  tendency  to  foster  malevolent 
feelings,  &,c,  &c. 

Will  you  now,  sir,  tell  me  who.  will  affirm  that 
Mr.  B.  gives  not  evidence  of  enmity  against  the 
Book  of. Psalms?  With  what  face  can  Mr.  B. 
profes.s  friendship  to  that  book,  if  he  really  believes 
what  he  writes?  Can  he  be  attached  to- that,  to- 
which  he  says  none  can  adhere  but  from  a  Juda- 
i:ing  disposition.^  Can  he  reverence  tliat  book 
which  teaches  only  an  imperfect  and  babyish  lan¬ 
guage,  the  use  of  which  is  like  that  of  an  un¬ 
known  tongue  ?  •  Can  he  respect  that  which  he 
reckons  so  obscure  and  unprofitable? — which  does 
not  honour  God  ? — which  is  a  yoke  of  bondage  ? 
— ^vvhich  contains  no  hymn  to  the  Saviour  as'  God  ? 
— the  use  of  which  does  not  own  the  Redeemer  ? 
-:-which  leads  him,  not  by  the  Son,  to  the  Father  ? 
— which  conducts  to  act  in  common  with  the  Jew 
who  hated  Christ  ? — which  is  beggarly  ? — Can  he 
love  that  book  which  under  any  circumstances, 
would  lead  the  mind  from  the  doctrine  of  a  di¬ 
vine  S'aviour,  and  is  properly  suited  to  such  a  per¬ 
version  of  truth  ?  Can  he  be  cordial  to  that  book, 
which  would  keep  him  from  worshipping  the  Son 
even  as  the  Father  ?  Can  he  regard  those  Psalms, 
from  attachment  to  which,  he  says,  he  and  others 
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are  gradually  weaning  the  people,  as  from  beg¬ 
garly  elements  ?  Most  assuredly  not. 

These  sentiments,  now  under  notice,  give  body 
and  spirit  to  Mr.  B.’s  scheme  of  Psalmody.  Take 
them  away  and  nothing  remains.  lie  neverthe¬ 
less,  occasionally  professes  regard  to  the  Book  of 
Psalms.  My  dear  sir,  is  there  no  reason  to  sus¬ 
pect,  .in  these  occasional  professions,  something 
of  the  hollowness  of  hypocrisy  1  Something  of 
the  meanness  of  pious  fraud,  to  still,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  fears  of  those  whom  he  is  employed  in 
bringing  off,  gradually,  from  these  beggarly  ele- 
7nents  of  a  Bible  Psalmody  ?  Think  you  differ¬ 
ently?  Is  he  still  an  honest  man  ?  Is  your  chari¬ 
ty  for  his  heart  at  the  e.vpense  of  respect  for  his 
head  ?  Be  it  so,  then.  Let  the  e.vclamation  of 
thefo.v  in  the  fable,  furnish  his  apology  :  ucm  Kt(f  a,>,ny 

I  purposed  to  have  noticed  to  you  some  instan¬ 
ces  of  Mr.  B.’s  uniform  want  of  candour,  in  the 
treatment  of  the  subject  before  him ;  such  as  in  I 
his  proposed  attack  on  the  first  argument  of  the .  I 
Apology  for  the  Book  of  Psalms,  which  he  takes 
care  to  keep  out  of  view,^  falling  only  upon  some 
collateral  considerations,  the  historical  state  of  the 
question  so  far  as  disputed,  which  he  certainly  mis¬ 
represents;  and  his  claims  to  originality  '  were 
they  not  too  silly  to  be  laughed  at,  might  have 
been  noticed.  Ilis  representations  are  too  uni¬ 
formly  at  variance  with  truth,  to  be  ascribed  to 
mere  oversight,  were  we  not  to  admit  his  apology 
of  the  urgency  of  friends,  the  speed  and  demands 
of  the  press,  the  unmanageable  rapidity  of  his 
pen,  for  he  assures  us  he  was  obliged  literally  ami 
truly  to  write  cum  calamo  currenle,  and  his  less  un- 
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manageable  temper,*  all  combined  to  allow  him 
no  time  for  the  correction  of  his  copy,  or  the  bet¬ 
ter  working  of  his  argument ;  excej)t  to  score  and 
interline  a  little.  'I'o  treat  with  severity  a  book 
written  under  such  circumstances,  you  could  not 
have  the  heart,  and  to  give  credit  to  its  statements 
no  man  of  candour  will  be  disposed. 

Now,  my  dear  sir,  do  you  still  ask  my  opinion  of 
this  pamphlet  ?  If  so,  permit  me  to  say  to  you, 
its  literary  character  invites  neither  pleasure  nor 
animadversion.  It  is  lower  than  contemptible. 
Its  moral  bearings  are  deplorable,  when  it  is  re¬ 
collected  that  it  is  the  production  of  an  actual  mi¬ 
nister  of  a  respectable  denomination  of  Christians. 
It  is  the  lowest  production  upon  the  subject,  if  we 
except  the  profuse  ‘  Hints’  from  the  Carlisle  author, 
which  Mr.  B.  so  highly  eulogizes.  That  such  a 
book  should  really  have  appeared,  at  this  day,  will 
not  be’  readily  believed  by  those  who  have  not  read 
it,  or  who  have  not  confidence  in  the  report  of 
those  who  have,. 

Your  goodnei^s,  when  you  know  the  merits  of 
the  pamphlet,  will,  I  trust,  excuse  the  frequent  ab¬ 
sence  of  gravity  which  w'ill  have  appeared  to  you 
in  reading  this  letter.  You,  sir,  serious  as  you  are, 
could  not  be  always  grave,  with  the  odd  mixture 
of  vanity,  f)etulence,  nonsense,  pretension,  and 
gossiping  tales,  served  up  before  you  in  the  pages 
of  Mr.  B.  Had  I  supposed  the  thing  likely  to  do 
any  harm,  I  would,  had  none  other  done  it,  have 
noticed  it  gravely ;  but  those  for  whom  he  said  he 
wrote,  the  ignorant,  it  will  not  hurt,  and  to  those 
of  another  description  it  is  not  calculated  to  do 
either  good  or  evil.  It  is  indeed  a  harmless  thing. 

*  All  censure  of  man’s  self  is  oblique  praise.  It  is  in  order  to 
show  how  much  he  can  spare.  It  has  all  the*  invidiousness  of  self 
praise,  and  all  the  reproach  of  falsehood.”  Believing;  this  opinion 
of  a  distinguished  man  to  be  correct,  I  am  induced  to  notice  Mr. 
B.'s  foolish  complaint  to  the  public  on  his  infirmity  of  temper. 
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The  existence,  neveKtheless,  of  this  subject  of 
controversy,  in  the  church,  is  to  be  lamented.  Had 
the  modern  pursued  the  course  of  the  ancient 
church,  in  continuing  to  the  Book  of  Psalms  its. 
promincjit  place,  as  the  stated  liturgy  of  her  psal¬ 
mody,  some  of  her  children  employing  an  occa¬ 
sional  hymn  if  they  pleased,  of  modern  make  on  a 
particular  occasion,  controversy  on  the  subject 
would  never  have  been  known.  And  when  those 
who  have  deviated  from  the  ancient  path,  shall 
have  retraced  their  steps,  the  matter  of  dispute 
will  be  reduced  to  narrow  bound.s.  We  hope  the 
day  when  it  shall  be  so  is  rapidly  approaching. 
Distinguished  men  in  the  churches,  do  not  believe 
the  assertions  of  those  rash  men  who  affirm,  that 
all  who  employ  in  their  psalmody  the  Book  of 
Psalms,  dishonour  the  Gospel,  do  not  honour  the 
Son  as  they  honour  the  Father,  and  address  not 
God  through  the  name  of  Christ.  They  would 
not  thus  put  under  ban  the  Presbyterian  Churches 
of  the  Reformation  :  the  Church  of  Holland,  the 
Church  of  France,  the  Church  of  Scotland  down 
till  this  day,  the  whole  Presbyterian  interest  of 
Ireland,  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  till  a  very  late  day,  and  even  till  this  day, 
not  to  mention  the  Secession  Church,  the  Associate 
Reformed,  and  Reformed  Presbyterian  Churches. 
Such  may  be  the  views  of  Mr.  Baird  and  a  few 
like  him ;  but  such  cannot  be  the  views  of  the 
sound  and  reflecting  men,  particularly  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  Such  cannot  be  the  views  of 
our  Greers,  our  Alexanders,  our  Millers, our  Blatch- 
fords,  &c.  The.se  gentlemen  well  know  that  a 
literal  version  of  the  Book  of  Psalms  is  authorized 
by  their  supreme  ecclesiastical  judicatory,  as  a  fit 
liturgy  of  evangelical  Psalmody,  both  by  their  an¬ 
cient  practice  and  by  their  act  of  ,  1787  ;  and  by 
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file  same  autliority  is  prohibited  the  censuring  ot' 
that  version.  Now,  sir,  can  you  believe  that  such 
men  as  those  adverted  to  above,  who  sway  tlic 
policy  of  the  General  Assembly,  did  they  view  the 
hook  of  Psalms  as  a  part  of  the  yoke  of  bondage, 
as  a  beggarly  element  as  not  hononring  Christ ;  as 
leading,  in  the  use  of  it,  to  God  in  any  other  way 
than  in  the  name  of  Christ;  you  would  not  only 
suiTer  it,  but  by  authority  put  it  into  the  hands  of 
tiieir  people  as  their  liturgy  of  sacred  song  ?  No, 
no :  such  opinions  are  the  ‘  eff  usions’  of  ignorance 
m'  the  ebullitions  of  a  suppressed  infidelity.  That 
iliey  are  not  noticed  and  silenced  by  the  authority 
of  the  church  may  perhaps  be  accounted  for,  by 
ihe  insignificance  of  their  authors.  Mv  dear  sir, 
you  see  my  sheet  is  full,  and  I  doubt  not  you  are 
glad  to  sec  the  conclusion  in  a  cordial  farewell. 

llev.  J.  R.  Willson. 

June  *2nd,  1826. 

Xote. — Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  read  a 
lengthened  account  of  some  public  debates  be¬ 
tween  several  Protc.-stant  Clergy  men  and  a  num- 
her  of  Roman  Catholic  Priests,  upon  tlie  propriety 
oi'Bi!)!e  i^ocielies  circulating,  and  putting  into  the 
lrand.s  of  the  people,  indiscriminately,  tire  Bible 
without  note  or  comment.  I  was  struck  very  for- 
cibly  with  the  similarity  of  the  topics  of  argument 
emjrlovod  by  tire  Catholics,  against  the  circulating 
of  the  scriptures,  and  those  of  Mr.  B.  against  the 
use  of  the  Book  of  P.salms  in  the  Church’s  psalmo- 
«!y.  The  obscurity  of  the  matter,  the  imperfection 
of  the  written  wor<l,  the  necessity  of  something  else, 
the  defects  of  the  English  version,  and  the  conse- 
(juent  danger  to  the  people,  were  the  prominent 
topics  of  argument  used  by  the  Catholics  ;  and 
tlrose  are  the  chief  topics  selected  by  Mr  B.  Like 
iiim,  too,  they  were  offended,  when  their  conduct 
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was  represented  as  inimical  to  the  Bible.  He  and 
they,  however,  have  their  dissimilarities ;  tlie  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Catholics  is  less  ofi’ensive,  and  ihev 
sufHciently  indicate  that  it  was  men  of  sense  ma¬ 
naging  a  bad  cause. 
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Paul.  The  sermon,  William,  which  we  heard 
yesterday,  was  calculated  to  make  a  deep  impres¬ 
sion  on  a  reflecting  audience.  How  important  is 
the  question  asked  in  the  text,  '*  Who  shall  ascend 
into  the  hill  of  God  ?’' 

William.  It  was,  indeed,  and  on  me  it  did  make 
a  deep  impression.  I  am  glad  that  you  have  in¬ 
troduced  this  topic.  This  morning  I  leel  its  power 
with  nearly  the  same  force  as  when  the  preacher 
was  giving  utterance  to  its  solemn  truths. 

P.  That  is  what  I  fear  few  hearers  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  can  say  on  Monday  morning.  Most  of  ihein 
are  “  like  a  man  beliolding  his  natural  face  in  a 
glass,  who  straightway  departeth  and  forgettelli 
what  manner  of  man  lie  was.”  How  few  are  there 
who  “  lay  up  the  word  in  their  hearts  and  practice 
it  i.n  their  lives  !” 

W.  This  is  a  neglect  of  which  I  have  often  liecn 
guilty.  Though  it  is  some  year.s  now  since  I  nm<lc 
a  profession  of  religion,  and  though  1  was  much 
moved  on  the  occasion  of  my  first  appearance  at 
the  communion  table,  yet  I  have  heard  many  ex¬ 
cellent  sermons  with  great  coldne.ss,  and  have  soon 
forgotten,  what  I  heard. 

P.  Few,  there  is  reason  to  fear,  can  entirely  ac¬ 
quit  themselves  of  blame  on  this  quarter.  A  de¬ 
fect  on  this  point  is  commonly  imputed  to  a  natu¬ 
ral  lack  of  memor)^  while  tlie  fault  lies  in  inalten-' 
tion  and  want  of  love  to  the  truth, 

W.  So  great  has  been  my  languor  and  coldness 
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while  waiting  on  the  ordinances  of  grace,  that  I 
have  feared  that  all  my  professions  of  religion  were 
hypocritical,  and  my  “  goodness  like  the  morning 
cloud  and  early  dew.” 

/^  Where  there  is  life,  it  is  natural  to  expect 
that  it  will  be  excited  into  action  by  that  light  and 
heat  which  the  sun  of  righteousness  dispenses  in 
the  ministrations  of  the  sanctuary.  Dead  substan¬ 
ces  feel  not  the  invigorating  influences  of  the  sun’s 
rays. 

fV.  The  discussions  in  the  sermon  of  yesterday, 
to  which  you  allude,  were  calculated  to  excite  still 
more  my  fears,  and  they  have  done  so.  I  have 
been  made  to  enquire  more  attentively  into  the  re¬ 
ality  of  my  faith,  and,  I  trust,  have  been  more  ear¬ 
nest  to  know  whether  “  Christ  has  been  formed 
within  me  the  hope  of  glory.” 

P.  You  have  reason  to  be  thankful  that,  in  this 
respect  at  least,  the  word  has  been  blessed  to  you. 

IV.  Yes,  that  is  true-  But  with  all  the  self-ex¬ 
amination  of  the  Sabbath  evening  and  this  morn¬ 
ing,  I  must  still  say  that  I  walk  in  darkness  and 
have  no  light. 

P.  Will  you  allow  me  to  ask,  since  you  speak' 
I  so  freely  on  this  subject,  how  you  have  proceeded 
in  this  examination  ? 

I  VV.  Certainly,  for  though  we  should  be  cautious, 
and  know  when  and  to  whom  we  speak  on  such 
subjects,  yet  with  so  intimate  a  Christian  friend  as 
yourself,  I  esteem  it  a  privilege  to  converse  freely 
and  unreservedly.  I  think  I  may  say  I  have  always 
found  the  duty  of  self  examination  somewhat  diffi¬ 
cult.  What  is  the  outward  tenor  of  one’s  life  may 
he  easily  known  by  a  little  reflection.  But  others 
can  know  this  almost  as  well  as  ourseKes,  and  yet 
others  cannot  judge  our  hearts.  Still  I  ha'.e  exa¬ 
mined  myself  on  this  point.  For  if  the  outward 
tenor  of  my  life  be  grossly  evil,  all  must  be  wrong. 
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P.  Wliat  judgment  have  you  passed  on  yourselt 
in  relation  to  this  matter  ? 

W.  1  have  found  many  sins  of  omission,  one  J 
may  particularize.  I  have  not  been  careful  to  in¬ 
troduce  and  encourage  conversation,  when  in  com¬ 
pany  with  professors,  on  those  topics  which  tend 
to  edification.  I  have  also  entered  with  too  great 
readiness  and  interest,  into  those  subjects  which 
occupy  the  conversation  of  mere  men  of  the  world, 
and  which  have  no  savour  of  divine  things. 

P.  This  is  a  part  of  duty  which  requires  much 
Christian  discernment.  In  the  conduct  of  profes¬ 
sors,  there  is  much  here  to  lament  and  little  to 
praise. 

IV.  As  the  times  are,  others  would  not  probably 
think  me  greatly  defective  in  this  matter ;  as  I  do 
not  avoid  such  topics  when  they  are  introduced.  1 
know,  however,  that  I  have  lost  many  a  fair  op¬ 
portunity  of  doing  good,  and  have  heard  the  truth 
spoken  against,  without  bearing  such  a  testimony 
in  its  favour  as  I  might.  This  I  have  done,  not ' 
from  timidity,  but  from  a  spirit  of  worldly  accom¬ 
modation — from  a  fear  of  offending  those  whom  I 
know  have  been  ofiending  God.  As  to  the  gene-  . 
ral  tenor  of  my  deportment  in  other  respects,  there 
has  not,  so  far  as  I  know,  been  any  gross  depar¬ 
ture  from  duty,  no  sin  that  would  expose  to  much 
blame,  even  among  good  people. 

P.  That  we  should  have  grace  to  preserve  us 
from  giving  offence  to  the  generation  of  the  righ¬ 
teous,  is  ground  of  thanksgiving  to  him  who  thus 
keeps  our  feet  from  falling.  But  this  will  not  sa¬ 
tisfy  one  who  is  concerned  in  good  earnest  to  know 
his  state  before  God ;  however  a  hypocrite  may 
satisfy  him  with  this  external  performance  of  duty. 

JV.^  In  attendance  to  the  forms  of  devotion  in 
public;  in  prayer  meetings,  in  family  worship,  and 
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in  secret  prayer,  I  have  not  been  greatly  defective. 
Sometimes,  indeed,  secret  prayer,  as  to  a  formal 
attendance  on  it  in  retirement,  has  been  neglect* 
ed,  when  it  might  have  been  conveniently  perform¬ 
ed.  But  all  these  duties  may  be  performed  when 
there  is  little  of  the  true  spirit  of  practical  godli¬ 
ness.  It  is  here  that  I  find  the  greatest  reason  for 
shame  and  contrition.  How  often  have  I  found, 
with  pain,  on  the  morning  of  the  Sabbath,  a  half 
formed  wish  in  my  heart,  that  I  could  spend  the 
<lay  in  idleness  and  sleep,  rather  than  in  attending 
on  the  public  services  of  religion. 

P.  It  is  a  token  for  good  that  such  a  propensity 
was  painful,  that  you  marked  it  with  disapproba- 
fion,  and  did  not  yield  yourself  to  its  influence. 

W.  It  is  better  than  if  it  were  otherwise.  But 
then,  how  little  did  I  prepare  my  heart  for  meet-. 
ii)g  with  God,  by  self-examination,  meditation  and 
})rayer !  For  this  I  have  been  chastised  by  heart 
wanderings  in  the  house  of  God,  and  by  the  con¬ 
solations  of  religion  having  been  withheld  from  me 
while  I  heard  the.  offers  of  salvation  made  me,  and 
while  the  promises  were  spread  before  me?  Over 
this  I  have  mourned  with  a  sorrowful  heart. 

P.  To  mourn  over  the  want  of  those  consola¬ 
tions,  is  to  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousnes.si, 
and  you  know  we  have  a  promise  that  such  “  shall 
be  filled." 

W.  That  promise  has  often  relieved  me.  O! 
that  I  did  really  hunger  and  thirst  after  that  “  righ¬ 
teousness  which  is  of  God  by  faith — the  justifying 
righteousness  which  Christ  has  brought  in,  and 
which  is  unto  all,  and  upon  all  them  that  believe” 
— that  “  with  my  soul  in  the  night  season,”  I  de¬ 
sired  conformity  to  the  image  of  Jesus  Christ. — 
What  comfort  would  I  then  derive  from  that  pro¬ 
mise  ! 

VoL.  IV. — No.  X. 
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P.  For  those  earnest  desires,  for  ^hat  hungering 
and  thirsting  you  doubtless  pray  in  your  secret  de¬ 
votions,  and  in  your  ejaculatory  prayers. 

IV.  As  to  the  form  I  do ;  but  in  the  manner  of 
performing  my  secret  prayers,  there  is  little' to  de¬ 
rive  comfort  from,  and  I  fear  little  evidence  of  the 
power  of  divine  grace.  Often  they  are  very  short. 
We  have  heard  of  some  distinguished  saints  who 
spenfmany  hours  every  day  in  secret  intercourse 
with  God.  What  am  I  then,  when  a  few  short  and 
often  formal  petitions  morning  and  evening,  are 
rather  the  appearance  than  the  reality  of  that  duty. 

P.  There  have  been  such  instances.  But  all 
arc  not  in  a  condition  to  spend  so  much  time  ;  and 
we  should  not  demand  the  greatest  attainments 
of  the  most  eminent  saints,  as  the  only  evidence 
that  grace  exists  at  all  in  any  degree. 

W.  I  find,  too,  that  when  I  retire  for  secret  pray¬ 
er,  with  the  intention  to  pour  out  my  soul  to  God 
in  earnest  supplication,  I  am  hardly  on  my  knees 
before  his  throne,  until,  in  many  instances,  my 
thoughts  are  led  away,  I  know  not  how,  to  some 
■worldly  and  unprofitable  object.  I  discover  it,  am 
filled  with  shame,  and  endeavour  to  fix  my  heart 
'  upon  God.  Soon  again  my  imagination  begins  to 
stray.  All  this  too  l  experience  in  family  prayer, 
and  in  the  public  prayers  and  praises  of  the  con¬ 
gregation.  Surely  all  this  is  ground  of  mourning. 

P.  It  is  so,  irideed,.and  he  who  would  not  mourn 
OA;cr  it  has  no  grace.  Do  you  •  think  that  these 
things  effect  hypocrites  ?  Do  their  formality  and 
heart  w^anderings  grieve  them  ?  • 

W.  My  own  case,  I  admit,  would  be  much  more' 
distressirig,  were  I  not  grieved  for  these  defects  in 
jny  religious  duties.  But  were  faith  in  lively  exer¬ 
cise,  may  I  not  say,  were  faith  at  all  in  exercise,  it 
would  not  be  so. 
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P.  Certainly  that  were  to  say  too  much.  “  What 
will  ye  sec  in  the  Shulamite  but  as  it  were  the 
company  of  two  armies  ?”  “  I  see  another  law  in 

my  members  warring  against  the  law  of  my  mind.” 

“  When  I  would  do  good  evil  is  present  with  me.” 
And  yet  hear  what  is  added.  “  I  delight  in  the 
Jaw  of  God  after  the  inward  man.”  It  is  faith  that 
carries  on  this  warfare  against  the  workings  of 
in-dwelling  sin,  of  which  you  complain.  Perhaps, 
there  has  never  been  a  saint  of  God  who  has 
not  experienced  these  conflicts,  from  which  you 
seem  inclined  to  infer  that  you  are  not  a  real  be¬ 
liever  in  the  Lord  Jesus. 

JV.  No,  that  conclusion  I  have  not  drawn  ;  but 
I  have  perplexing  fears — I  pray  with  so  little  con¬ 
fidence — my  apprehensions  of  the  perfections  'of 
God  as  they  are  manifested  in  the  Lord  Jesus  are 
so  feeble,  and  my  views  of  the  excellency  of  the 
person  of  Christ  are  so  obscure,  and  my  reliance 
on  God  for  temporal  and  spiritual  blessings  so  un¬ 
assured,  and  my  love  of  Christ,  his  truth  and  cause, 
so  cold,  that  I  walk  in  great  darkness. 

P.  You  ought  not,  my  dear  friend,  to  think  of 
walking  in  the  light  of  your  own  graces,  but  in  the 
light  of  the  truth,  in  the  precept  and  the  promise  of 
Cod.  “  Let  him  that  walketh  in  darkness  and  hath 
no  light  trust  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.”* 

IF.  But  is  it  not  by  the  graces  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
that  he  bears  witness  with  our  spirits  that  we 
are  the  children  of  God  V  Is  it  not  in  this  way 
that  we  ascertain  whether  we  “  shall  ascend  to  the 
hill  of  God  ?”  • 

P.  When  faith  and  the  other  graces  arc  so  vigo¬ 
rously  exercised,  as  to  demonstrate  their  own  ex¬ 
istence,  then  the  Holy  Spirit  does  bear  witness  that 

^  l3aL  1.  10.‘  See  in  MXoed  on  Trne  Godliness  a  sorTrrn  on 
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we  are  the  children  of  God.  “  He  that  believelh 
shall  be  saved,”  is  the  testimony  of  the  Holy  Gho.st 
in  the  promise.  When  a  man’s  own  spirit  bears 
witnes.s  that  he  believes,^  he  inav  assure  himself  of 
salvation  by  the  concurrent  testimony  of  the  Spi,- 
rit. 

fV.  If  one  have  examined  with  some  care  his 
heart  and  life,  without  being  able  to  decide  who* 
tfier  he  has  faith  or  not,  what  shall  he  do  ?  Is.  them 
any  thing  for  him  but  to  remain  in  doubt  ? 

jf’.  Surely  there  is.  He  has  the  full  and  free 
offers  of  the  gospel.  “  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that 
labour  and  are  heavy  laden  and  I  will  give  you 
rest.”  “  Ho !  every  one  that  thirsleth,  come  ye  to 
■  the  waters — come  buy  wine  and  milk  without  mo¬ 
ney  and  without  price.”  “  Look  unto  me  and  be 
ye  saved.”  Here  he  has  the  same  ground  for  faith 
which  he  had  when  he  first  accepted  of  Christ. 
When  convinced  of  sin  and  in  great  darkness, 
w;hen  there  was  not  and  could  not  be  any  thing  in 
his  own  heart  or  life  to  comfort  him,  never  vot 
having  exercised  faith,  nor  of  course  any  ofiier 
grace,  what  did  the  sinner  do  ?  He  accepted  tl.e 
offer  and  trusted  in  the  promise. 

fV.  Is  a  believer  then  entitled,  when  in  darkness 
as  to  his  own  stale,  to  lay  hold  by  faith  of  the  olfor- 
ed  salvation  in  the  same  way  in  which  the  con¬ 
vinced  sinner  believes  in  the  first  act  of  saving 
faith  ?  , 

■  P-  Undoubtedly.  Otherwise,  liow  could  be  who 
fears  God  and  yet  walks  in  darkness,  having  no 
light,  trust  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  stay  upf  >• 
his  God  ?  It  is  the  offer  of  salvation,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  the  premise,  that  is  the  stafi'of  the  believ¬ 
er.  In  reliance  on  this  he  walks  by  faith.  This 
-is  what  the  old  divines  call  the  direct  act  of  faith. 
IV.  True,  I  have  read  of  this  in  Erskinc’s  set  - 
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mons,  and  other  practical  works  written  about  the 
same  time.  There  is  comfort,  then,  for  him,  whose 
corruptions  are  so  strong  and  whose  faith  is  so 
weak  that  he  cannot  determine  from  self  examina* 
tion  what  his  state  is.  No  doubt  it  is  his  duty  to 
trust  in  God.  He  is  commanded  to  do  so.  “  Trust 
in  the  Lord  for  ever,  for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  there 
is  everlasting  strength.”  '  But  can  the.  Holy  Spirit 
in  this  way  bear  witness  with  our  spirits  that  we 
are  the  children  of  God  ? . 

P.  Assuredly  he  can  and  does ;  for  “  faith  is  the 
suV>stance  of  things  hoped  for  and  the  evidence  of 
things  not  seen.”  The  -very  act  of  trusting  or  be¬ 
lieving  is  consolatory,  and  is  the  evidence  or  de¬ 
monstration  (as  the  original  means,)  of  things  not  - 
seen.  What  are  those  unseen  things  ?  The  pow-  - 
er  and  the  willingness  of  Christ  to  save  the' sinner 
through  his  imputed  righteousness,  and  the  certain¬ 
ty  that  he  will  do  so  in  the  case  of  every  believer.. 
There  is  no  hope,  no  comfort  on  tho  gospel  plan 
for  any  sinner,  but  on  the  supposition  thathe  is  one 
of  God’s  adopted  sons. 

W.  I  know  w:e  ought  to  beware  of  the  “  doubt- 
some  faith”  of  the  Papists,  which  we  renounce  in 
the  National  Covenant. 

P.  This  faith  or  trust,  relying  on  the  promise  of 
God,  has  sometimes  so  clear  an  apprehension  of 
the  great  salvation  as  to  rise  to  full  assurance,  in 
which  case  the  Holy  Spirit  bears  witness  with  our 
spirits  that  we  are  the  children  of  God.  It  is  then 
that  “  the  soul  is  filled  with  joy  and  peace  in  be¬ 
lieving.”  Here  let  us  hold.  Here  let  us  “cast an 
anchor  within  the  vale  both  sure  and  stedfast.” 

W.  But  what  then  is  the  use  of  self-examina. 
tion  ? 

P.  “  Much  every  way.”  By  it  oiir  faith  is 
strengthened,  our  sins  are  discovered,  bur  wants 
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found  out,  and  a  sense  of  these  wants  leads  him 
who  has  faith,  to  Christ  for  supplies.  When  the 
result  of  the  examination  is  an  enlightened  con- 
"  viction  that  we  have  knowledge  to  discern  the 
Lord’s  body,  faith  to  feed  upon  him,  repentance, 
love  and  new  obedience,  how  great  is  the  consola¬ 
tion  of  so  blessed  a  discovery  ! 

W.  Surely  faith  is  very  weak  when  w'e  examine 
with  care  and  solemn  interest,  and  yet  cannot  find 
out  our  own  state. 

P.  I  would  not  say  so.  We  often  err  in  the 
performance  of  this  duty.  Your  own  case  affords 
a  strong  example. 

W.  How  so?  Wherein  have  I  erred  in  this 
work  ? 

P.  It  is  dangerous  to  encourage  presumption. 
The  greater  part  of  un  regenerated  gospel  hearers 
.  flatter  themselves  that  their  state  is  good,  and  place 
an  undefined  reliance,  on  the  uncovenanted  mercy 
of  God.  This  Is  presumption.  But  on  the  other 
hand,  there  are  many  real  believers,  who  from  day 
to  day  w'rite  bitter  things  against  themselves,  and 
in  whom  a  jealousy  over  their  characters  is  car¬ 
ried  to  a  sinful  .extreme.  As  “  there  is  no  man 
that  liveth  here  and’sinneth  not we  must  not  ex¬ 
pect  to  find  perfect  freedom  from  sin,  when  we  ex- 
'  amine  into  the  evidences  of  regeneration. 

W.  That  I  think  I  have  not  done. 

P,  But  you  have  sought  after  and  seem  to 
know  well  your  defects,  while  you  have  passed 
by  unnoticed  all  that  might  be  thought  to  proceed 
from  the  exercise  of  the  graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
I  would  not  lay  much  stress  on  the  regular  per¬ 
formance  of  religious  duties.  For,  though  where 
either  family  worship  or  secret  are  generally  neg¬ 
lected,  there  is  no  possibility  of  the  existence  of 
grace,, yet  all  these  may  be  formally  attended  to, 
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wliere  there  is  no  vital  principle  of  real  godliness. 
Secret  prayer  may  be  performed  on  legal  princi¬ 
ples,  or  with  a  view  to  purchase  salvation,  as  the 
Papist  counts  his  beeds  or  says  his  Pater  Noster. 

iV.  There  I  have  great  fears.  I  dare  not  say 
that  my  prayers  are  evangelical.  O !  that  I  could 
be  sure  of  my  having  real  delight  in  _  this  duty. — 
When  I  neglect  it,  1  am  pained  at  the  omission. 
But  I  want  more  real  enjoyment  in  its  perform¬ 
ance. 

P.  But  whence  this  mourning  over  defects  ?  Is 
not  this  real  godly  sorrow  for  sin  ?  If  I  am  not 
greatly  mistaken,  a  hypocrite  feels  none  of  these 
pains.  When  he  has  performed  a  religious  sei> 
vice,  he  washes  his  mouth  and  says,  “  I  am  clean.” 
This  is  not  your  case.  The  more  grace  any  one 
has,  he  will  be  the  less  pleased  with  himself. — 
The  greatest  saint  will  be  the  most  ready  to  say  : 
“  O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  shall  deliver  me 
from  the  body  of  this  death  !” 

W.  That  I  have  so  little  conformity  to  the  im¬ 
age  of  God,  that  I  feel  so  much  coldness  in  duty, 
that  I  am  so  much  attached  to  the  honour,  wealth, 
and  enjoyment  of  this  world,  and  that  I  am  so  un¬ 
believing  is  very  painful  to  ihe.  I  hope  you  will 
tell  me  what  you  consider  some  of  the  distinguish¬ 
ing  marks  of  the  character  of  the  saint  of  God. 

P.  My  opinion  is  of  no  weight  in  this  matter, 
which  is  of  so  deep  interest  to  the  present  and 
everlasting  welfare'  of  the  soul.  But  I  will  give 
you  some  of  those  evidences  of  godliness  which 
are  exhibited  in  the  Holy  Scriptures;  by  him  who 
cannot  err. 

1 .  Atteixlance  on  all  the  ordinances,  to  which 
one  has  access,  and  delight  in  them.  ”  1  was  glad 
when  they  said  unto  me;  let  us  go  into  the  house 
of  the  Lord.”  Psal.  cxxii.  1.  "  My:  soul  longetb. 
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yea,  even  fainteth  for  the  courts  of  the  Lord.”^ — 
Psal.  Ixxxiv.  2.  These,  and  similar  portions  of 
Scripture  refer  to  all  the  ordinances,  secret,  and 
family  prayer,  social  prayer,  and  the  more  public 
services  of  religion. 

fV.  You  lay,T  think,  the  chief  st-  iss  on  the  de¬ 
light  found  in  these  institutions. 

P.  I  do;  for  this  distinguishes  real  believers  from 
the  hypocrite,  who  goes  to  the  Lord’s  house  with¬ 
out  pleasure,  yea,  generally  with  pain,  to  which 
he  submits  for  a  good  name  among  men,  and  to 
appease  conscience,  or  to  purchase  salvation.  I 
mention — 

2.  The  love  of  the  truth.  “  The  judgments  of 
the  Lord  arc  true  and  righteous  altogether.  More 
to  be  desired  are  they  than  gold,  yea,  than  much 
fine  gold  :  sweeter  also  than  honey,  and  the  ho- 
nev-comb.”  Psa.  xi.x.  9,  10.  '  “  Plow  sweet  are 
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thy  words  unto  my  taste  !  Yea  sweeter  than  honey 
to  my  mouth.”  Indiflfcrence  to  the  truth  is  a 
rhark  of  a  hypocrite.  It  is  enough  for  him  that  he 
have  a  popular  form  of  religion  which  exposes 
him  to  little  suffering,  and  in  which  he  can  main¬ 
tain  his  standing,  as  a  professor  without  bearing 
the  cross  of  Christ  in  support  of  his  truth  and 
cause.  •  .  ' 

W.  You  think  there  is  much  of  that  kind  of  re¬ 
ligion,  in  this  age,  do  you  not  ? 

P.  Ido.  How  few  say,  “I.  am  set  for  the  de¬ 
fense  of  the  truth  !”  He  in  whom  the  Holy  Ghost 
dwells,  will  surely  love  that  truth  which' the  same 
Spirit  has  revealed  in  the  Word.  This  love  of  tlie 
truth  manifests  itself  in  ^professing  the  truth,  at 
whatever  hazard,  in  contending  for  it,  in  loving 
them  who  hold  it,  and  in  seeking  after  it  as  men 
seek  for  hidden  treasures,  by  reading  the  word  of 
the  Lord,  in  waiting  on  the  ordinances,  and  in 
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contributing  of  our  earthly  substance  for  its  pro¬ 
motion  in  the  world.  As  another  trait  of  tho 
character  of  the  believer,  I  mention — 

3.  Humility — a  low  estimate  of  our  own  attain¬ 
ments,  in  knowledge,  and  in  holiness.  "  I  who  am 
loss  than  the  least  of  all  saints,”  is  the  opinion 
which  one  of  the  greatest  saints  that  ever  adorn¬ 
ed  the  church  of  God  had  of  himself.  They  who 
hold  the  truth,  and  think  highly  of  tFiemselves  on 
tills  account,  are  like  the  unbelieving  Jews,  who 
said,  “  we  have  Abraham  to  our  father.”  They 
hold  the  truth  in  unrighteousness.  This  high  opin¬ 
ion  of  themselves,  is  spiritual  pride,  which  is  op- 
jso.sed  to  humility,  manifests  itself  by  violence  of 
pa.ssion,  when  they  are  opposed  in  any  of  their 
•view.s  and  plans.  Then  they  call  this  unholy  tem¬ 
per  zeal,  and  give  themselves  credit  for  what  is  re¬ 
ally  their  sin.  The  truly  humble  believer,  who 
loves  the  truths  of  (he  gospel,  is  ready  with  meek¬ 
ness  to  .give  an  answer,  and  render  a  reason  of  the 
liope  that  is  in  him.  They  who  have  laid  down 
their  live.?  rather  than  abandon  the  smallest  truth, 
if  we  ni.ay  cal’  any  truth  a  small  one,  have  been 
the  most  retnarkable  for  their  humility  and  mcck- 
ness,  two  graces  that  always  grow  together,  and 
bear  an  e.vact  proportion  to  each  other.  This 
trait  of  the  Christian,  “is  in  (he  sight  of  God  of 
gro:4l  price.” 

(F.  That  the  system  wliich.  I  hold,  and  which 
has  been  sealed  by  the  blood  of  the  martyrs,  is  the 
very  truth  of  God,  I  know  ;  and  that  I  wish  to  see 
it  jrrcvail  over  all  the  earth,  I  think,  I  also  know. 
But  at  the  same  time  that  I  am  not  suiTiciently 
ready  to  expose  my  property,  or  character,  or 
worldly  ease  to  any  risk  for  its  sake,  I  fear. 

P.  That  fear,  I  trust,  is  suggested  by  the  hu¬ 
mility  w’hich  I  arn  recommending.  In  that  point 
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we  ail  fail.  I  acknowledge,  too,  that  supinencss 
in  relation  to  the  cause  of  truth,  is  one  of  the 
darkest  shades  in  the  character  of  any  age.  But 
.1  mention — 

-1.  As  a  characteristic  of  the  believer,  ejacula¬ 
tory  prayer.  David  says,'“  When  I  awake,  I  am 
still  witli  thee.”  Not  as  to  the  essential  presence 
of  God,  for  in  that  sense,  he  was  as  much  with 
God,  in  his  .eloeping  as  in  his  waking  hours.  As 
soon  as  he  awaked  from  sleep,  he  offered  up  ejac¬ 
ulatory  prayers  to  the  God  who  had  preserved  him 
from  harm  in  the  defenseless  hours  of  sleep.  The 
habit  of  darting  upwards,  (as  the  word  ejaculato¬ 
ry  means,)  our  prayers  to  God,  gratefully  acknowl¬ 
edging  favours  received,  and  seeking  relief  for  our¬ 
selves  and  others  in  distress  of  any  kind,  is  one  of 
the  means  by  which  the  saints  maintain  "  Fellow¬ 
ship  with,  the  Father  and  with  his  Son  Christ  Je¬ 
sus.” 

IV.  This  I  now  do  every  day,  but  less  frequently 
and  vvith  less  faith  than  I  ought. 

P.  I  think  hypocrites  are  always  found  deficient 
in  this  matter.  ' 

W.-  But  may  not  an  unregenerate  man,  when 
in  danger,  call  upon  God  sometimes  without 
-  speaking  in  audible  words  ? 

P.  Possibly  he  may,  but  I  think  it  is  a  rare  thing 
with  him.  I  might  add  many  other  evidences, 
such  as  faith,  repentance,  love  to  Christ,  a  sense  of 
the  vanity  of  worldly  enjoyments,  hatred  of  sin, 
love  to  the  saints,  fear  of  offending  God,  and  zeal 
for  his  glory.  But  you  know  all  these.  I  only 
add,  that  you  are  certain,  I  tru.st,  that  you  earnest¬ 
ly  cry  to  God  for  salvation,  through  Christ,  re¬ 
nouncing  your  own  righteousness — that  the  right¬ 
eousness  of  Christ  imputed  to  us,  and  received  by 
faith  alone,  is  your  only  hope — that  you  de.siro 


Meditation  on  Autwmtx. 


46T 


eonformity  to  the  law  of  God  in  all  things — and 
that  you  are  seeking  to  honour  him  whose  you  are, 
and  whom  you  serve. 

\V.  I  think  so. 

P.  As  you  seek,  then,  you  will  find,  you  ask  and 
you  shall  receive,  you  knock  and  it  shall  be  open¬ 
ed  unto  you.  You  come  to  Christ  and  you  shall 
in  no  wise  be  cast  out.  “  Trust  in  the  Lord  for- 
ever. 


I  MEDITATION  ON  AUTUMN. 

[  ' 

Why  the  changes  of  the  seasons  ?  Can  it  be 
merely  for  the  gratification  of  the  desultory  mind 
of  man,  pleased' with  variety,  and  fond  of  ever 
shifting  scenery  ?  He  who  formed  the  soul  and 
i  endowed  it  with  active  propensities,  has  adapted 
i  the  whole  diversified  aspect  of  nature  to  our  taste 
for  what  is  lovely  and  new.  Let  us  pause  for  a 
I  little,  and  contemplate  with  admiration  and  awe, 

;  the  stately  monuments  of  this  great  world.  How 
^  silent,  yet  how  povverful  are  the  operations  of  in- 
'  animate  and  of  living  nature  !  What  great  things 
'  have  been  done  by  the  combined  and  all  harmo- 
N  nious  e.vercise  of  mighty  powers,  during  the 
months  of  summer, which  now  depart  from  the 
stage,  and  make  room  for  the  coming  autumn  ! — 
i  Under  the  surface  of  the  soil,  over  the  broad  ex- 
j  panse  of  continents,  and  islands,  with  their  plains, 
j  their  mountains,  and  their  vallies,  changes  of 
'  great  import  have  b^en  wrought,  subject  to  the, 
1  inspection  of  no  eye,  but  that  of  Him,  who  “  work- 
eth  all  things  according  to  the  council  of  his  own 
will.”  The  earth  appears  to  be  inert,  cold  and 
still  as  death ;  yet  every  where  it.  has  been  teeming 
I  with  life  in  countless  myriads  of  forms.  The  at¬ 
mosphere,  with  its*  dews  and  rains,  and  the  lights 
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of  the  Heaven  by  day  and  night,  have  opened  I 
their  treasures,  and  lavished  iiieir  stores  upon  the  I 
soil,  to  aid  the  earth  in  her  wondrous  births,  and 
in  the  nurture  of  her  oflspiing.  The  gardens,  the 
fields,  and  the  forests,  replenished  with  their  vari¬ 
ous  and  peculiar  products,  furnish  ample  evidence 
that  there  has  been  no  idleness  in  any  department 
of  nature,  and  that  her  operations  have  not  been 
in  vain.  O  my  soul,  meditate  with  reverence  in 
this  vast  temple  where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  has 
been  displaying  the  glory  of  his  creative  and  life- 
giving  energies,  and  e.xpatiating  his  own  beauty, 
over  tile  lovely  and  beautiful  forms  of  life  which 
his  skill  has  deyised,  and  his  power  moulded.  In 
these,  his  wondrous  operations,  he  has  been  pro¬ 
viding  for  man  the  means  of  sustenance  and  com¬ 
fort.  Herein  I  see,  the  munificence  of  the  God-  I 
head.  He  it  is' that  in  autumn  crowns  the  year 
with  plenty,  that  enriches  the  vine  with  its.  deli¬ 
cious  clusters  of  fruit,  and  makes  the  hills  and  the 
vales  white  with  corn  and  flocks  of  sheep. 

Nature  is  not  e.\hausted,  nor  wearied  with  the 
various  and  productive  operations  of  the  year,  but 
having  performed  her  work,  and  amply  replenish¬ 
ed  her  store-houses,  begins  now  to  prepaie  for  the 
repose  of  the  winter.  The  gay  and  splendid  j 
robes  in  which  she  was  dressed  in  the  vernal  sea- 
son,  are  laid  up  in  her  wardrobe ;  the  still  richer 
attire  of  summer  is  also  folded  up,  and  the  stately 
and  sable  garb  of  rest  begins  to  envelope  her 
mighty  frame,  and  great  meinbers.  The  forests 
change  their  hue,  and  instead  of 'the  living  green, 
their  foliage  assumes  dark  and  grey  and  yellow 
tints.  Hollow  winds  begin  to  sigh  through  the 
woods,  or  stern  blasts  to  tear  off  the  leaves  and 
bear  them  through  the  atmosphere  in  thick  and 
rapid  flight.  Dark  clouds  are  hurried  along  the 
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lace  of  the  heavens  as  the  forerunners  of  storms 
and  tempests.  Hoar  frosts  whiten  the  fields  at  the 
dawn  of  day,  and  blight,  by  their  chilling  cold,  the 
tender  plants  that  spring  Irom  the  bosom  of  the 
soil,  under  the  influence  of  the  sickly  heats  of  au¬ 
tumn.  ■  The  birds  of  summer,  that  in  their  cheer¬ 
ful  mood  had  poured  a  flood  of  melody  on  the  car 
from  the  grove*  warned  by  these  appearances  of 
the  approaching  desolation  ’of  winter,  have  all, 
except  here  and  there  a  solitary  individual,  taken 
their  flight  to  more  genial  climes.  All  this  re¬ 
minds  me,  that  my  own  spring-time  of  youth,  and 
iny  summer  of  middle  age  have  passed  away,  and 
that  I  begin  to  enter  on  the  autumn  of  my  years, 
which,  should  life  be  prolonged,  will  soon  give  place 
to  the  winter  of  old  age.  The  revolving  months 
will  ere  long  bring  back  again,  to  these  fields  and 
woods  the  vernal  season,  in  all  its  freshness  and 
beauty.  Summer,  too,  will  again  bless  and  crow’n 
the  year  with  its  smiles  and  its  bounty.  Not  so 
with  me.  My  youthful  years  are  gone  for  ever. — 
No  summer  shall  I  ever  again  see.  Both  have 
passed  aw'ay  “  as  a  tale  that  hath  been  told.”  The 
spring  time  of  the  year  bloomed  in  beauty,  and 
tlie  summer  poured  forth  with  munificence,  its 
treasures  to  enrich  the  inhabitants  of  the  world. 
Autumn  has  come  laden  with  plenty,  and  fraught 
w'ith  the  stores  furnished  by  the  liberality  of  sum¬ 
mer.  How  very  different  have  been  my  spring 
and  summer  !  The  former,  though  a  warm  sun 
shone  upon  it,  gave  little  token  of  life,  and  was  not 
adorned  with  beauty.  Alas  !  how  was  it  blighted 
by  sin  !  How  little,  except  the  divine  goodness,  can 
the  eye  when  looking  back  over  it  find  on  which 
to  dwell  with  delight!  How  fruitless  has  my  sum¬ 
mer  been  I  The  fairest  flowers,  if  fair  they  may 
be  called,  fell  off  through  the  diseased  state  of  the 
Vor..  IV. — No.  X.  40 
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plant  on  which  they  grew,  leaving  behind  no  fruit, 
or  little  to  ripen  into  maturity.  And  now  that  1  leel 
the  chills  of  the  autumnal  season,  how  little  spiritu¬ 
al  treasure  has  been  provided  to  cheer  the  heart, 
and  impart  comfort !  Yet  all  is  not  cheerless.  He 
who  makes  the  seasons  to  roll  around  the  vear,  in 
glory  and  beauty,  who  hath  sent  rain  and  I’ruitful 
.seasons  to  fill  the  hearts  of  men  with  food  and 
irladness,  has  not,  for  my  barrenness,  departed 
ill  in  me.  He  still  continues,  to  crown  the  sea- 
^  for  me  with  plenty  of  the  good  things  of  the 
j  resent  life.  The  chilly  blasts  and  frosts  of  au¬ 
tumn,  and  the  piercing  colds  of  winter,  do  not 
ireeze  those  streams,  nor  check  the  course  of  the 
waters  of  the  river  of  life,  which  make  glad  the 
city  of  God.  Though  the  natural  sun  retires  from 
northern  climes,  and  his  light  and  warmth  are  di¬ 
minished,  the  sun  of  righteousness,  continues  to 
shine  with  constant  light  in  the  firmament  of  the 
church,  and  his  warming  beams  impart  life  ami 
vigour  to  all  that  have  life  to  feel  their  reviving 
influence.  For  a  time,  indeed,  he  may  seem  to 
have  withdrawn  liimself ;  and  some  intervening 
clouds  may  intercept  his  light ;  but  it  is  only  as  a 
passing  cloud  of  summer ;  for  he  shines  forth  again 
in  his  glorious  effulgence,  and  nmkes  the  soul  to  re¬ 
joice  in  his  cheering  beams.  The  clouds  which 
intervene  between  the  soul  and  the  sun  of  right¬ 
eousness,  null  all  vanish,  and  “  he  will  arise  upon 
the  soul  with  healing  under  his  wings.” 

His  constant  goodness  to  me,  should  encourage 
my  heart  to  trust  in  him.  Were  I  in  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  most  wretched  living  man,  I  n'i);ht  find 
abundant  reason  from  the  tokens  of  l-i.s  goodness, 
to  rejoice  and  trust  in  his  mercy.  ]\’o  nian  alive 
should  complain  ;  for  he  has  not  been  doomed  to 
suffer  the  torments  of  hell,  which  all  deserve.  But 
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!  atn  burroujidecl  with  tokens  of  the  divine  bounty. 
].  do  not  fear  that  1  shall  be  without  a  habitation 
to  defend  and  render  me  comfortable  in  the  com¬ 
ing  cold  and  tempests.  I  have  food  and  raiment, 
and  am  surrotmded  by  many  kind  friends.  Alas ! 
how  different  is  the  condition  of  many  thousands 
at  this  very  moment !  Every  cold  blast  of  autumn 
pierces  the  .soul  with  alarming  and  reasonable  an¬ 
ticipations  of  want.  As  it  whistles  through  the 
openings  of  the  poor  and  miserable  cottage,  tiic 
clieerless  inmate  sighs  in  pain  for  the  coid  and 
tempestuous  days  and  nights  that  his  wife  and 
children,  almost  naked,  and  with  very  scanty  fare, 
perhaps  in  famine,  are  doomed  to  spend,  should  they 
survive  ere  the  vernal  sun  shall  again  warm  the 
earth,  and  make  it  produce  food  for  man  and 
hea.st.  This  is  the  condition  of  tens  of  thousands, 


at  this  moment  in  many  Europ«;an  countries.  iVot 
that  the  season  has  been  niggardly,  or  that  there  is 
lio  food,  though  there  have  b'  some,  ana  those 
no  slight  tokens  of  the  divine  aiavleMSure,  but  still. 


there  is  food  in  abundance.  Ti'.e  iovdly  iv rants 
of  the  nations,  oppress  the  poor  that  they  them- 
.selvcs  may  revel  in  abundance,  and  wallow  in  the 
sensual  jdeasnres  of  luxurious  gratification.  In 
nations  thus  cursed  with  the  misrule  of  des))ots, 
these  cliiily  winds  arc  fraught  with  tenor.  VVhat 
reason  have  I  to  be  grateful  that  human  being?  in 
my  native  land  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  labours, 
and  that  the  heartless  minions  of  power  do  not  en¬ 
ter  and  plunder  their  stores  of  the  fruits  of  the 
season’s  toil ! 

Encouraged  by  all  these  tokens  of  the  divine  fa¬ 
vour,  I  will  trust  in  Him  for  the  coming  season  of 
desolation,  that  I  shall  not  want,  and  that  the 
spring  time  shall  come  again.  In  the  approach¬ 
ing  autumn  of  my  life,  I  will  trust  to  His  mercy,  in 
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Christ  Jesus,  the  Head  of  the  new  covenant,  ihui 
He  will  preserve  me  in  the  winter  of  old  age, 
should  I  be  spared,  that  a  glorious  spring-time 
will  come  beyond  the  grave,  and  that  I  shall  there 
reap  a  rich  harvest  of  blessedness.  I  have  seeji 
sorrow.  But  I  rejoice  that  “  He  that  goeth  forth 
and  weepeth  bearing  precious  seed,  shall  doubt¬ 
less  come  again  with  rejoicing,  bringing  his 
sheaves  with  him.’' 


KELLSW.4TER  SACRAMENT. 

k 

We  have  been  expecting  for  some  time,  that  we 
should  be  furnished  with  a  biographical  sketch  of 
the  Rev.  William  Stavely,  of  Ireland,  who  ended  his  ^ 
labours  and  entered  his  rest  more  than  a  year  ago. 

In  this  expectation,  w'e  have  as  yet  been  disap¬ 
pointed.  Some  short  poems  in  honour  of  his  me-  ; 
mory  have  indeed  been  transmitted  to  us,  but  how¬ 
ever  well  meant,  they  have  appeared  to  us  utterly  j 
luiworthy  of  so  very  distinguished  a  man.  The  1 
following  lines,  furnished  us  by  a  corre.spondent,  ; 
afford  an  opportunity  of  giving  a  short  notice  of  ! 
him.  •  j 

He  vvas  a  minister  of  the  Reformed  Presbyte¬ 
rian  Church,  in  Ireland,  in  which  for  more  than 
fifty  years  he  laboured  very  successfully  as  a  faith¬ 
ful,  able,  and  uncommonly  eloquent  preacher.  His 
mind  was  well  stored  with  the  treasures  of  litera¬ 
ture,  he  was  an  able  divine,  and  his  eloquence  in 
the  pulpit  such  as  to  attract  the  attention,  and  e.\- 
cite  the  admiration  of  all  who  heard  him.  On  sa¬ 
cramental  solemnities,  especially,  when  many  thou¬ 
sands  of  people  of  almost  all  ranks  assembled,  he 
had  the  power  to  hold  his  audience  in  almost 
breathless  attention  for  seven  hours  together.  Such 
was  the  force  of  the  truths  which  he  uttered,  the 
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order  in  which  he  arranged  them,  the  persuasive 
influence  ofhis  arguments,  style,  and  manner,  and 
the  melody  of  his  voice,  that  though  he  left  no  er¬ 
ror  or  vice  upreproved  either  in  church  or.  state, 
and  thougn  his  faithful  testimony  tormented  the 
ungodly  men  that  dwell  on  the  earth,  yet  he  main¬ 
tained  his  popularity  undiminished  to  the  last. 
Even  among  those  who  were  no  friends  to  the  co¬ 
venant  cause  of  God,  nor  of  the  martyrs  for  that 
truth  which  he  so  ably  defended,  it  was  admitted, 
during  the  whole  course  of  his  ministry  for  more 
than  half  a  century,  that  there  was  not  in  any  de¬ 
nomination  of  Christians  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  so 
eloquent  a  preacher. 

He  was  the  unwavering  friend  of  the  civil  lib'^r- 
ties  of  Ireland,  and  he  faithfully  delineated  in  I.is 
preaching,  the  tyranny  and  ungodliness  of  the  Bri¬ 
tish  government,  which  oppressed  his  native  land. 
By  this  fidelity  to  the  cause  of  God  and  to  the  rights 
of  man,  he  was  often  e.xposed  to  the  frowns  of  men 
in  power.  But  none  of  these  things  moved  him. 
Had  he  lived  in  the  age  when  our  fathers  suffered 
martyrdom  for  their  adherence  to  the  whole'  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  reformation,  and  to  the  covenants  of 
the  British  empire,  he  would  have,  been  numbered 
with  the  Rcnwicks,  the  Guthries,  .  the  Camerons 
and  the  Argyles  of  that  period.  His  life  was  an 
e.xemplification  of  the  e.\cellency  and  power  of 
vital  godliness.  Few  have  for  so  many  years,  lived' 
as  blameless  as  he  did;  in  all  the  commandments 
of  the  Lord.  He  was  more  than  eighty  years  of 
age  at  his  death,  and  until  almost  his  last  breath 
he  continued  his  ministerial  labours  in  the  church,. 
“  He  was  gathered  to  his  people  in  peace,  an  old 
man  and  full  of  years.”  “  Blessed  are  the  dead 
who  die  in  tlie  Lord — and  their  works  do  follow 
them.” 

40^ 
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The  following  lines,  though  the  style  is  not  of 
the  most  polished  character,  breathe  sentiments 
so  tender  and  devotional,  and  so  faithfully  deline¬ 
ate  the  impressions  which  a  sacramental  solemnity 
make  on  the  mind  of  a  good  man,  especially  in 
youth,  that  we  are  confident  every  reader  who  is 
pleased  with  what  is  good,  will  be  gratified  by 
them.  The  writer  seems  to  be,  for  he  has  not  given 
us  his  name,  a  native  of  Ireland,  now  residing  in 
this  country,  and  cheers  himself  when  suffering  the 
ills  of  life,  by  a  recurrence  to  religious  joys  which 
.made  glad  bis  heart  in  his  native  land. 

For  the  Evangelical  Witness. 

[The  Avriter  of  the  following  lines  makes  no  pre¬ 
tensions  to  the  character  of  a  poet.  About  the 
middle  of  March,  1826,  being  very  much  depres¬ 
sed  in  mind  by  a  concurrence  of  several  unpleas¬ 
ant  scenes,  and  in  order  that  the  thoughts  which 
then  occurred  might  not  lie  forgotten  he  was  led 
to  give  them  their  present  form.  Respect  for  the 
venerable  character  to  which  they  particularly  re¬ 
fer  and  a  belief  that  they  will  not  be  altogether 
unacceptable  to  some  of  your  readers,  have  induc¬ 
ed  him  to  offer  them  for  publication.  The  partic¬ 
ular  allusion  is  to  the  celebration  of  the  Lord’s  sup¬ 
per,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stavely,  on  the  banks  of 
Kellswater,  Ireland,  in  1804.] 

Hail  sacred  stream  !  upon  whose  peaceful  banks, 

Beneath  the  hazel,  briar,  and  hawthorn  shade, 

IVe  sat  with  numerous  multitudes  to  hear 
Glad  siding;s  of  great  joy  to  man  proclaimed. 

Now  had  the  sun,  rejoicing  in  his  might, 

W ith  bright  unclouded  disk  and  fervent  ray, 

Brought  round  the  hour  by  ancients  calFd  the  thinl, 

When  crowds,  with  hasty  steps  and  anxious  look^ 

But  sober,  grave  and  solemn,  as  became 
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The  sacred  day,  and  place  and  exercise, 

Vrriving  and  arrived,  made  quick  the  vale. 

The  tables  spread  with  cloth  of  purest  white., 

With  green  smooth  intervening  walks, 

Appear  like  Sinai’s  sacred  mount ;  enclosed 
1‘Vom  feet  profane,  but  not  from  curious  gaze  : 

The  veil  long  since  is  rent — that  all  may  see, 

Tho’  not  approach  the  summit  of  the  mount. 

Of  simple  form,  a  tabernacle  stood 
The  tables  fronting ;  whence  the  gospel  herald 
T"*  listening  throngs  the  wonders  might  display 
Of  love  divine.  While  from  his  visage  fair. 

And  hoary  locks,  and  eyes  like  Anaram's  sons. 

Old,  yet  not  dim,  the  sun’s  full  beams  reflect 
Celestial  lustre  :  we  persuade  ourselves 
1  lis  not  a  mortal’s  but  an  an  angel’s  face, 

Jn  w'hich  shines  keen  discernment,  majesty. 

And  earnestness  his  audience  to  persuade. 

But  when  with  voice  sonorous,  sweet  and  grave. 

He  pours  the  well  indited  matter  forth, 

While  love  of  ChiisthimseJf  constrains,  he  binds 
In  chains  our  minds  that  erst  were  wont  to  rove.. 
The  fair  majestic  stream;  that  rolls  along 
To  fertilize  the  vales,  and  quench  the  thirst 
Of  numerous  herds  that  graze  its  verdant  bank&i 
May  flow  unheeded,  while  we  drink  the  stream 
Of  living  water,  flowing  from  the  lips 
Of  whom  the  Spirit’s  a  w^ell  of  life — 

'rho’  cloth  of  purest  white  o’erspread  the  greent 
Its  brightness  charms  not ;  wdien  we  see  by  faith,  - 
The  robes  of  linen  clean  and  white  prepared 
To  clothe  the  saints  at  heav’nshigh  marriage  feast. 
The  sun  his  noon-day  splendour  sheds  in  vain^ 

While  Stavely  to  our  wondering  minds  displays 
The  glory  of  the  Sun  of  Righteousness. 

+ Alluding  to  a  neighboring  bleach-grjecn 
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FJutwhea  he  rails  the  sacred  altar  round. 

Lest  the  uagoJly  men  should  holy  things  profane^ 
All  Sinai’s  thunders  break  upon  our  ears. 

When  next  to  cheer  the  niourning  soul  he  turns, 
With  eloquence  not  taught  by  man — but  learned 
Of  b  ards  celestial— how  he  soothes  the  pangs 
Of  sinners  once  most  vile,  now  sanctified, 

And  washed  more  white  than  snow  in  Jesus’  blood  I 
Exahiple  apostolic  and  divine 
He  then  the  sacred  symbol  takes. 

Blesses,  breaks,  gives,  with  awe-inspiring. mein. 
Feasting,  and  praise,  (Jii  Is raeVs psalmists  uords^ 
Succeed  alternate,  ’till  the  level  sun 
Darting  thro’  intervening  groves  his  beams, 
milder  radiance  sheds  o’er  all  the  scene. 

He  mounts  the  sacred  stand,  and  with  his  heart 
All  glowing  with  the  flame  of  love  divine. 

He  tells  his  not  impatient  audience  of  a  feast 
That  ne’er  will  cloy — wine  ever  new — and  sun 
That  thro’  eternity’s  unending  day, 

Shall  with  increasing  splendour  brighter  shine. 

But  e’re  the  assembly  to  their  homes  depart, 

Our  Orr*  of  manly  port  and  aspect  grave. 

With  thoughts  original,  well  culled,  concise. 
Succeeds  to  exhort  the  saints  once  more  to  love 
The  Lord  :t  ’till  evening’s  sober  grey  scarce  serves 
To  scan,  with  careful  eye,  the  sacred  song. 

O  blessed  stream  !  thus  highly  privileged — 

Let  Grecian,  or  Italian  bards  their  streams,. 

In  strains  Aonian  celebrate  the  haunt 
Of  Deities  impure,  obscene — or  let ' 

The  stupid  Hindoo  doat  upon  the  flood 
Of  mighty  Ganges  ;  turbid  w'ith  a!i  filth 
That  either  soul  or  body  can  defile. 

Thy  stream,  Kellswater,  tho’  unknowm  to  song, 

*Rev.  Joseph  Orr,. of  Maghera  co.  Derry. 
tMr.OiT's  text  was  Psalm  xxxi.  S3. 
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Has  charms  forme  which  they  can  never  know. 

For  hero,  of  ok],  the  honoured  Iiouston[|  sowed 
The  seed  immortal:  which  yet  kindly  thrives 
Amon^  thy  vales — watered  by  Stavely’s  care  : 

While  the  great  Husbandman  o’er  all  presides, 

^iloah's  stream  from  Zion’s  sacred  mount. 

To  Israel's  tribes  alone  such  pleasure  gave. 

As  sight  of  thee  to  pious  worshippers 
Tluit  on  tlie  sacred  day,  within  thy  vales, 

'Meet  to  commemorate  Redeeming  Love. 

Such  scenes,  tho’  past,  remembrance  still  holds  deav — 
rfor  death  itself  shall  from  my  breast  tliem  tear — 

For,  in  the  realms  of  bliss,  again  shall  meet 
Tliose  who  on  earth  have  sat  down  at  the  feet 
Of  Jesus — There  to  hear  his  blessed  voice, 

And  in  his  love  eternally  rejoice, 

[It  will  easily  be  perceived  by  the  reader  that  the  autlior  wrote 
:1Ti3  under  the  impression  that  Mr.  Stavely  was  alive.] 

fjRev.  D.  Houston,  menlioneJ  in  the  historical  part  of  Reforma¬ 
tion  Principles. 

XTSWI3  or  INTELLIGENCE. 

There  has  been  an  unusal  amount  of  sickness 
and  mortaliiv  In  the  United  States  this  season, 
ijiiious  fovcis,  fever  and  ague,  and  dysenteries  con- 
linuo  with  unabated  virulence  to  the  present  time. 
Though  there  has  been  no  yellow  fever  in  the  prin¬ 
cipal  cities  of  the  sea-board,  yet  there  has  been 
and  still  is  much  disease.  In  Nevv-York  and  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  the  mortality  has  been  great,  especially 
among  children. 

For  about  one  hundred  miles  back  from  the  sea¬ 
board  both  the  fall  and  summer  crops  have  been 
short. 

The  distresses  among  the  poor  iii  Europe  con¬ 
tinue  unabated.  With  all  these  calamities  there 
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are  great  insensibility  and  coldness  among  jirofcs- 
sors.  The  wickedness  of  the  ungodly  is  evidently 
on  the  increase.  “  If  for  all  this,’'  say.<  God,  “  vo 
will  not  be  re[)roved,  I  will  chastise  you  yet  seven 
times  more  for  your  sins.” 

Political. — A  Scotch  writer  speaking  of  the  j)rcs- 
surc  t»f  ta,\ation,  says — In  the  year  1790,  before 
the  breaking  out  of  the  last  war,  this  (ta.vation)  was 
reckoned  at  the  moderate  sum  of  si.vtccn  millions 
of  pounds  sterling  per  annum ;  a  goodly  part  of 
which  sum  had  been  contracted  by  the  prosecution 
of  the  war  against  the  then  colonies  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  now  the  United  States.  Well,  about  this 
time,  tyranny,  which,  to  use  a  medical  phrase, 
may,  aptly  enough,  be  styled  the  midimfe  of  liberty, 
liad  got  to  .‘■'ucii  a  j>itch  in  France,  that  the  people 
could  suffer  it  no  ioiuter,  and  revolutionized  their 
government.  John  Bull  must  be  meddling,  and  of 
course  got  a  finger  in  the  pie.  I'iiis  war  lasted  un¬ 
til  181.5,  and  now  we.  as  a  nation,  only  pay  70 
millions  of  poun-is  sterling  per  annum,  the  items 
of  w'lich  for  tlie  n  dional  debt  amounts  to  30  mil¬ 
lions  a  year  interi'-it.  'riic:  sujiport  of  our  poor,  7 
millions  .sterling  a  year.  Salaries  of  our  national 
officers,  20  millions  a  year.  7'itiies  for  the  support 
of  the  clergy  of  tlie  charch  of  England,  about  7 
millions  of  pounds  sterling  a  year,  and  another 
somelbing  whicli,  by  tiic  financiers  is  called  a  dead 
roeigkt,  5  millions  a  year  for — no  one  knovvs  wliat 
— rsecret  service  money  or  something  else,  but  we 
hav'e  to  pay  it.  One  milihn  [lounds  per  annum  for 
the  salary  of  his  most,  gracious  majesty,  Gfopgius 
Quartos.  The  inliabitants  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  cannot  amount  to  more  thari  20  millions 
of  souls,  men,  women,  and  childrtir;.  An>i  suppos¬ 
ing  an  equal  division  of  taxation,  these  70  millions 
would  come  to  about  ol.  sterling  per  head,  or  with- 
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in  a  fraction  of  1 4  pence  weekly.  W ell  then,  con¬ 
trast  this  with  the  following :  The  weavers  of  Eng- 
lantl,  at  present  can  earn  only  about  2  shillings  a 
week,  and  those  are  the  men  wim  supply  you  with 
cottons  in  the  United  States.  Again,  the  Irish  la¬ 
borers  who  supply  these  men  with  food,  have  to 
n'ork  for  3  pence  and  4  pence  a  day.  What  a 
(laoer  state  it  is  for  a  nation  to  arrive  at,  when  the 
annual  ta.xation  of  man,  woman,  and  child  nearly 
equals  the  wages  for  labour.  According  to  the 
poor  laws  in  England,  when  the  reward  for  labour 
anil  not  procure  the  bare  necessaries  of  life,  the 
i)a!ancc  must  no  made  up  by  the  poor  rates.  This 
tax  is  levied  on  every  person  not  actually  a  pau¬ 
per,  but  falls  |)eculiar!y  heavy  on  the  landed  pro¬ 
prietors.  Hence  a  man  may  have  an  estate,  and 
it  may  not  be  worth  a  farthing  to  him,  the  whole 
proceeds  being  taken  up  to  pay  government  ta.xes, 
tithes  for  the  clergy,  and  the  poor  taxes.  Tins, 
however,  commonly  happens  in  bad  times,  such  as 
the  present.  Jiut  in  a  nation  arrived  at  such  a  cri¬ 
sis  as  ours,  we  may  look  for  a  return  of  them  every 
three  or  four  years-and  at  all  titnes,  the  tax  on  land 
is  not  under  50  per  ct.  It  will  amuse  you  to  give 
the  items  of  taxation  on  some  of  the  most  neces¬ 
sary  articles  of  life.  On  beer,  for  example,  govern¬ 
ment  secures  the  incredible  amount  orj£3,231,250 
j>er  annutn.  We  pay  6  pence  a  quart  for  this  be¬ 
verage,  and  were  there  no  tax  we  should  have  it 
lor  3  half  pqiice.  On  candles,  £44  2,789  sterling 
per  annum  ;  for  this  article  we  pay  7  pence  per  Ib. 
4  pence  in  the  pound  weight  of  which  is  tax.  Tea, 
£4,225,000  tax,  which  comes  to  6  pence  of  a  duty 
on  every  ounce  that  we  drink :  and  all  this  in  di¬ 
rect,  contravention  of  the  British  constitution,  which 
expressly  declares  that  “  no  man  shall  be  taxed  un¬ 
less  by  his  consent.”  The  shortest  advertisement 
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in  a  newspaper  costs  G  or  7  shillings,  only  2s.  and 

6  pence  of  which  falls  to  the  share  of  the  printer  ; 
all  the  lest  is  la.\.  And  to  cap  the  climax,  the 
bare  cost  of  the  collection  of  our  taxes,  amounts 
to  more  than  the  entire  expenditure  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States. — Xi/es’  Register. 

State  of  Morals  in  France. — We  have  reason 
to  mourn  over  the  great  and  increasing  vices  of 
our  country.  But  compared  with  the  gigantic 
profligacy  of  European  countries,  we  may  be  call¬ 
ed  a  moral  people.  The  following  item  respect¬ 
ing  Baris,  is  a  volume  on  the  wretched  state  of  so¬ 
ciety,  in  the  kingdom  of  which  it  is  the  capitol : 

“  It  is  estimated  that  the  enormous  sum  of  3«50 
millions  of  francs  is  annually  hazarded  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  gaming  houses  of  Paris — which,  being  licens¬ 
ed,  yield  a  revenue  of  eight  millions  a  year  to  the 
government.  The  luxury  of  some  of  these  houses, 
in  eating  and  drinking,  women,  &.c.  is  astonishing, 
and  debauche.’'y,  of  all  sorts,  is  carried  on  with 
princely  magniflccnce. 

In  the  year  1824,  it  appears  that  239  men,  and 
132  women  committed  suicide  in  France,  being  a 
diminution  of  19  in  number.  The  greatness  of 
the  number  is  openly  attributed  to  the  gambling 
tables,  the  lottery,  and  the  houses  of  debauch, 
kept  up  by  the  government  for  the  sake  of  the 
profit  derived  from  tlrem,  with  tlie  distress  that  in¬ 
evitably  follows  those  who  become  their  dupes.” 

The  United  ..Associate  Synod  in  Scotland. — On  the 
list  of  Preachers  belonging  to  this  body,  there  are 

7  Ministers  without  charge ;  37  Probationers  not 
called :  9  called,  and  5  about  to  be  called — in  all 
94.  The  number  of  Students  attending  the  Di¬ 
vinity  Hall  under  Dr.  Dick,  is  154.  Dr.  Mitchell  of 
Anderson,  has  been  elected  Professor  of  Biblical 
Literature  by  a  majority  of  one  over  Mr.  Duncan 
of  Midcalder. 
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